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On the Horizon

The seventh annual
Commissioner’s Food
Safety Forum will be held
Monday. Aug. 22, at the
Sheraton Imperial Hotel
and Convention Center in
Research Triangle Park.

The event will run
from 8:30 a.m. to noon in
conjunction with the N.C.
Agribusiness Councils
Ag Leaders Conference.
Admission to the forum
is free.

“The forum offers a
unigque opportunity for
those interested in food
safety to network and
learn more about current

issues,” said Agriculture
Commissioner Steve
Troxler.

On the agenda will
be wupdates on the
onoaine  imnlementation

Mountain State Fair set
for Sept. 9-18 in Fletcher

New things are in store
for the 2011 Mountain State
Fair, which runs Sept. 9-18 at
the Western N.C. Ag Center
in Fletcher.

The Mountain State Fair
will serve as the official
grand opening of the newly
renovated Davis  Event
Center. This 75 000-square-
foot multipurpose building
will hold commercial and
community exhibits during
the fair and will house
additional restroom facilities
for fairgoers. The main arena
iz paved for easier walking,
and mnew landscaping and
sidewalks were installed
between the Davis, Virginia
Boone and Expo buildings.

Fairgoers will find exciting
new grounds entertainment
to go with plenty of their fair
favorites. The Zerbini Family
Circus offers up family-
friendly fun under the big
top with an array of acrobats,
trapeze artists, daredevils,
circus clowns, dancers,
jugglers and animals.

The EKenya Safari Acrobats
will amaze with their high-
energy show. End-over-end
flips, spectacular displays of
balance and strength, and
choreographed jump roping
are all signatures of this
troupe, whose members serve
as artistic ambassadors for
Eenya. Fairgoers will want

(See Mountain fair, pg. 3)

Agronomic lab now
offering rush soil testing
service in busy season

Growers seeking guicker turnaround on soil testing
results during the busy fall/winter testing season will
have a new option.

As a result of legislation that went into effect June 12,
the department can now offer priority sample processing
for a minimal fee of $100 for 36 samples. Thisis a voluntary
option for clients, who can expect a turnaround time of
about two weeks.

Thisoptionisexpected tobenefitagricultural consultants
and large farming operations that submit hundreds of
samples and have narrow windows of opportunity for
applications of lime and fertilizer.

The Agronomic Services Division will work out the
logistics of the new service during the 2012 fiscal year
(July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012).

For a limited time, the division is selling specially
marked shipping boxes for soil samples requiring priority
attention. Only 500 shippers will be sold; each one can

hold 36 samples.
(See Rush soil testing, pg. 2)
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Rush soil testing

(Cont’d from pg. 1)

The division will attempt
to ration the shippers in an
equitable manner =o that as
many interested growers as
possible have access.

Because quantities are

limited, expedited shippers
may not be available for
purchasze after September.
Call the Agronomic Division
office at (919) 733-26b55 for
details on how to place your

order. Payment by credit
card will be accepted for
purchases made at the
Eaddy Building in Raleigh.
Payment via eSCrOW
account is also an option.
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