GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2013

SESSION LAW 2013-360
SENATE BILL 402

AN ACT TO MAKE BASE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT OPERATIONS
OF STATE DEPARTMENTS, INSTITUTIONS, AND AGENCIES, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.



INCREASE CERTAIN AGRONOMIC TESTING FEES
SECTION 13.1.(a) G.S. 106-22 reads as rewritten:
"8 106-22. Joint duties of Commissioner and Board.
The Commissioner of Agriculture, by and with the consent and advice of the Board of
Agriculture shall:

(17) Agronomic Testing. — Provide agronomic testing services and charge
reasonable fees for plant analysis, nematode testing, in-State soil testing
during peak season, out-of-state soil testing, and expedited soil testing. The
Board shall charge at least four dollars ($4.00) for plant analysis, at least two
dollars ($2.00) for nematode testing, at least four dollars ($4.00) for in-State
soil testing during peak season, at least five dollars ($5.00) for out-of-state
soil testing, and at least ene-hundred-deHars—{$100-00)two hundred dollars
($200.00) for expedited soil testing. As used in this subdivision, "peak
season” includes at a minimum the four-month period beginning no later
than December 1 of any year and extending until at least March 31 of the
following year. The Board may modify the meaning of peak season by
starting a peak season earlier in any year or ending it later the following year
or both.

"

SECTION 13.1.(b) Itis the intent of the General Assembly that receipts generated
from the new fee for in-State soil testing during peak season under G.S.106-22(17), as
amended by this section, are to be used to alleviate testing delays in the peak testing season.
Any receipts generated as a result of the new fee for in-State soil testing during peak season are
appropriated to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services for the 2013-2014 fiscal
year and for the 2014-2015 fiscal year and shall be available to the Department in addition to
any other existing funding sources.

SECTION 13.1.(c) This section becomes effective August 1, 2013, and applies to
submissions received by the Department for testing or analysis on or after that date.

AGRICULTURAL WATER RESOURCES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FUNDING

SECTION 13.2. The Division of Soil and Water Conservation of the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services may use up to fifteen percent (15%) of the funds
appropriated for the Agriculture Water Resources Assistance program to provide engineering,
technical, and administrative assistance.

TVASETTLEMENT FUNDS
SECTION 13.3.(a) In each fiscal year of the 2013-2015 biennium, the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall apply for two million two hundred forty thousand
dollars ($2,240,000) from the Tennessee Valley Authority Settlement Agreement in compliance
with the requirements of paragraphs 122 through 128 of the Consent Decree entered into by the
State in State of Alabama et al. v. Tennessee Valley Authority, Civil Action 3:11-cv-00170 in
the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee, and Appendix C to the
Compliance Agreement. The funds received by the State under this section shall be allocated as
follows:
1) Five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for each fiscal year of the
2013-2015 biennium to award grants for “Environmental Mitigation
Projects” of the types specified in paragraph 128 of the Consent Decree in
the following counties: Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Cherokee, Clay, Graham,
Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell,
Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Yancey.
2 Five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for each fiscal year of the
2013-2015 biennium to the North Carolina Agricultural Water Resources
Assistance Program to fund projects in the following counties: Avery,
Buncombe, Burke, Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson,
Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga,
Yancey.
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