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A Message from
2014 President
John Langdon

I want to extend to each of you a very warm and
cordial welcome to the 71st Annual Meeting of the NC
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.
This is the second time the Sheraton Greensboro at
Four Seasons has hosted our meeting, the first being
in 2012. This is a great location; central to the state,
easy to get to, and has a lot to offer within a short
distance. The hotel staff is aware of our every need and
is committed to help us make this meeting a positive
experience for everyone.

Our theme for 2014 has been “Conservation — Call To
Duty.” In a very personal and private way, answer for
yourself this question: “How did I answer my personal
conservation call during the past year?” What call
you might be wondering ??? --the call as an elected
or appointed supervisor to build the capacity of your
local district; the call as a landowner to improve the
soil and water conservation program on your land and
help others do the same; the call to offer yourself in
a leadership position to serve your local district, your
area, and/or your state-wide Association; the call to
challenge the status quo and make a positive difference;
the call to be a more active supervisor.

If you didn’t give yourself high marks in answering
that question, now is the time to lay the foundation to
make a difference during the coming year. And the good
news is this annual meeting will help you do just that.

Notes




1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

William V. Griffin — Craven Co.
Rebecca H. Rhyne — Gaston Co.
William Butler — Bladen Co.
Tom Burns — Pasquotank Co.
James Ferguson — Haywood Co.
Charles Snipes — Orange Co.
Samuel D. Davis — Jones Co.
Don Abernethy — Burke Co.
John W. Finch — Nash Co.
David M. O’Neal — Hyde Co.
Eddie Stroup — Mecklenburg Co.
Jeff Turlington — Harnett Co.
Franklin Williams — Duplin Co.
Jim Hollifield — Rutherford Co.
Albert Troutman — Moore Co.
James Mason — Hertford Co.
Grover McPherson — Forsyth Co.
Tom Davidson — Durham Co.
Don Rawls — Pender Co.

Ned Hudson — Cabarrus Co.
Bobby Stanley — Columbus Co.
William Pickett — Duplin Co.
James Ferguson — Haywood Co.
Craig Frazier — Randolph Co.
Donald Heath — Craven Co.
Tommy Houser — Lincoln Co.
John Langdon — Johnston Co.

From the opening bell on Monday morning, the
general sessions will feature outstanding speakers who
will challenge your mind, motivate you, and maybe
even tell you something you didn’t know. There’s
something for everyone — ag and non-ag alike. What
do you know about pollinators and the science of
soil health? I encourage you to take full advantage
of all aspects of the annual meeting — participate in
breakout sessions, actively engage yourself in committee
meetings and listen carefully to the keynote speakers.
And most of all, network with your fellow supervisors
and staff and learn what they are doing to answer the
conservation call. We can all learn from each other.

Now let’s roll up our sleeves and get to work as
we strive to build the capacity of all soil and water
conservation districts across North Carolina. Let’s
have a great 71st Annual Meeting. I have enjoyed every
minute of the past 12 months as your president. Thanks

for the opportunity.

‘Did you know?

Number of N.C. farms by value of sales

Less than $S1,000........cccccvueiviieiieeiiiesieesie e 13,837
$1,000 10 $2,499 ...cveiriiieeeeeeeeete e 5,457
$2,500 0 $4,999 .....vievvieiieeeeeeeee e 5,891
$5,000 10 $9,999 .....voevvieiieeeereere et 6,307
$10,000 t0 $19,999 .....ooevvreiierieereecreere e 4,424
$20,000 t0 $24,999 ......ocovveeierieereeereere e 1,155
$25,000 t0 $39,999 .....ooevvieiiereeereereete e 2,087
$40,000 t0 $49,999 ......ocvvveriierieireere e 783
$50,000 t0 $99,999 ......ocovievieriereereere e 1,946
$100,000 t0 $249,999 .......ccvveveerreireereere e 1,836
$250,000 t0 $499,999 .......ccvveveerreereereere e 1,420
S500,000 OF MOFE....eeeievieeeieirieeteesteeeeeesreeseeeas 5,075

2012 Census of Agriculture




SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2015

9:30 a.m. Imperial E-F
NC SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
COMMISSION WORK SESSION

Vicky Porter, Chairperson, Presiding

NOON Imperial B
DEA EXECUTIVE BOARD

Rick McSwain, DEA President, Presiding

2-6p.m. Registration Desk 1
REGISTRATION OPEN

2-6pm. Registration Desk 3/ Guilford F-G

EXPO REGISTRATION & MOVE IN

12:30 - 2:30 p.m. Imperial E-F
NCASWCD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING

John Langdon, NCASWCD President, Presiding

1-3pm. Imperial C
INSIDE EDITION - WHO’S WHO AND WHAT’S
WHAT

Franklin Williams, Past President, Facilitator

This session is intended to specifically help new supervisors and those
attending their first annual meeting to learn about the roles of the
various partnership agencies and to help inform them on how to make
the most of their annual meeting experience.

2-3pm. Marsh Harbor
AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

3-5pm. Guilford D-E
NC SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
COMMISSION MEETING

Vicky Porter, Chairperson, Presiding

5—6pm. Imperial D
PRESIDENT’S WELCOME RECEPTION
Light refreshments served.

Past NCASWCD Presidents

1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987

O. J. Holler — Rutherford Co.
Dane S. Rhine — Gaston Co.

A. C. Edwards — Greene Co.

W. Herbert White — Rockingham Co.
Wade E. Eller — Ashe Co.

J. Hawley Poole — Moore Co.

W. W. Eagles — Edgecombe Co.

H. S. Hogan — Orange Co.

W. J. Fonville — Alamance Co.

J. T. Graham — Rowan Co.

S. Vernon Stevens — Lee Co.

Allen Swindell — Beaufort Co.
Charles Ladd — Durham Co.

B. L. Angell — Davie Co.

Neal M. Craig — Mecklenburg Co.
Charles L. Davis — Jones Co.

A. W. Nesbitt — Buncombe Co.
A.J. Flanagan — Pitt Co.

Leon Ballance — Hyde Co.

J.B. Slack — Randolph Co.

James Bellamy, Jr. — Brunswick Co.
Thomas H. Bonham — Buncombe Co.
James T. Moss, Sr. — Franklin Co.
Lloyd C. Bunch — Chowan Co.
George B. Collins — Wilkes Co.
George Winchester — Wake Co.
William G. Sullivan — Duplin Co.
Blair Goodson — Lincoln Co.

A. W. Bunch — Scotland Co.

M. E. Knight — Gates Co.

G. C. Palmer — Haywood Co.

C. Roy Nifong, Jr. — Forsyth Co.
Joseph L. Williams — Duplin Co.
John B. Harris — Burke Co.
Stewart Adcock — Wake Co.
Ralph Tucker — Pitt Co.

Wade Carrigan — Iredell Co.

D. R. Huff, Jr. - Hoke Co.

F.C. Laughinghouse — Beaufort Co.
Charles Patton — Buncombe Co.
Garland Strickland — Nash Co.
David Holland, Jr. — Onslow Co.
H. Gray Ashburn, Jr. — Wilkes Co.
John Y. Phelps, Jr. — Wake Co.
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SUNDAY

7:30 p.m. Guilford D-E
MEMORIAL SERVICE
Willis Overby, Chaplain, Presiding

Song Leader: David Williams

Inspirational Message: Willis Overby

Special Music: Conservation Pickers

9p.m. Bear Creek
NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING
Tommy Houser, Immediate Past President, Presiding

9 p.m. Oak
INFORMAL MUSIC JAM

Did you know?

*  Athird of our food depends on bees for
pollination.

* Honeybees are the only insect that produce a food
eaten by humans.

e Butterflies, birds, bats, beetles and other insects
are also effective and important pollinators.

* Hummingbirds are the most common avian
pollinator in the U.S.

 Butterflies help pollinate during the day. Moths are
nocturnal pollinators.




MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2015

6—-7am. Guilford F-G/ Registration Desk 3
EXHIBITOR MOVE IN

6:30 a.m. — 2 p.m. Registration Desk 1
REGISTRATION OPEN

6:45 a.m. Imperial D
SUPERVISORS’ BREAKFAST

Manly West, First Vice-President, Presiding

Invocation
Marvin Cavanaugh, Asst. Chaplain

Oaths of Office
New Area Chairs

NACD Report and Update
Franklin Williams, NC NACD Board Member

Keynote Speech
Brent Van Dyke, 2* Vice President,
National Association of Conservation Districts

Doors open at 6:30 a.m. The initials SB are on your nametag
if you purchased this meal in advance.

7a.m. -6 p.m. Guilford F-G
EXPO

7:45 -9 a.m. Parlor Room 364
AUXILIARY HOSPITALITY

(Food and coffee provided. See separate agenda for Auxiliary
activities)

‘Did you know?

2015 marks the 30th
anniversary of the
Goodness

Grows in North
Carolina
marketing program!

Goodness Grows In

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 7, 2015

7 a.m. Imperial A
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BREAKFAST
MEETING

Manly West, President, Presiding

Maps of Meeting Rooms
Sheraton Greensboro at Four Seasons
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TUESDAY

6:30 p.m.
BANQUET
John Langdon, President, Presiding

Invocation
Willis Overby, Chaplain

Mountain Region Farm Family Conservation
Award
The Fork Farm & Stables, Jim Cogdel, Owner

Piedmont Region and State Farm Family
Conservation Award
Rockin’ B Farm, Mickey Bowman, Owner

NC Foundation for Soil and Water Award
Jimmy Gentry, President

President’s Award
John Langdon, President

Raffle Drawings

Quilt

Betty Mathews, Auxiliary President
Gator

Rick McSwain, DEA President

Hall of Fame Induction
Franklin Williams, Committee Chair

Installation of 2015 NCASWCD President
Outgoing President’s Remarks

John Langdon, 2014 President

Swearing-in

Justice Sam J. Ervin, IV, N.C. Supreme Court
Handing Over the Gavel

Incoming President’s Remarks

Manly West, 2015 President

9-11pm.
INFORMAL MUSIC JAM

Imperial Ballroom

Oak

MONDAY

8 a.m. Guilford D-E
GENERAL SESSION
John Langdon, President, Presiding

Invocation

Willis Overby, Chaplain

Presentation of Colors

Southeast Guilford High School NJROTC
National Anthem

Anna James & Jason Hickerson

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by John Langdon

‘Welcome

Hank Henning, Chairman, Guilford Co. Board of
Commissioners

Comments From The Top
Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

Keynote Address: Favorable Growing Conditions
Jones Loflin, HOPE Inc.

Commissioner Troxler Jones Loflin

8a.m.-5pm. Across From Registration Desk 1
BANQUET SEATING RESERVATIONS

9:30 a.m. — Noon Cedar
AUXILIARY INFORMATIONAL SESSION &
BUSINESS MEETING

Program: What'’s Trending Agriculture
Debbie Hamrick, NC Farm Bureau Federation

9:45 a.m.
BREAK

Exhibit Hall - Guilford F-G



MONDAY

10:30 a.m.
BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Reaching the Youngest Learners Auditorium 1

Renee Strnad, NCSU Forestry Extension

We often hear about nature deficit disorder and recent campaigns

to “Get Your Dose of Vitamin N(ature).” Research has shown that
attitudes towards the environment are formed very early in life,

so how can educators reach the youngest of learners with positive
environmental experiences? Participants will engage in sample early
childhood environmental education activities, and discuss ways to
adapt current activities or lessons from Food, Land, and People to
early childhood audiences.

2015 Executive Committee Orientation Imperial H
Manly West, Association I* Vice President, Facilitator

Are you an incoming 2015 Area Chair or a member of the 2014
Executive Committee who will continue serving in 20157 If so, this
session is specifically designed with you in mind. You will leave the
session better informed about specific duties and responsibilities for
the upcoming year. There will be plenty of time for dialogue with
incoming President Manly West regarding goals and expectations
for 2015. Whether you're a first time member of the Executive
Committee or a veteran, this session is a must.

Engaging in the Legislative Process Imperial G
Joy Hicks, NCDA&CS Policy Development Analyst, Moderator

Effective policy advocates are informed about and engaged in

the legislative process. This session is designed to enhance your
effectiveness and influence in the legislative arena by recapping 2014’s
legislative accomplishments, previewing the 2015 legislative agenda,
and hearing from a panel of legislative leaders about what constitutes
effective legislative advocacy.

Financial Administration for Districts Oak AB

Districts that manage any or all of their own finances are subject to
the Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act. Join us to learn
about the basic requirements of the LGBFCA. Topics will include
fiscal control, cash and investments, budgeting, audits, and more. The
N.C. Department of Revenue will share requirements related to sales
taxes for districts that are selling conservation-related goods or services
as a means to generate revenue. This will be a “can’t miss” session_for
district supervisors that serve as Finance Officers for their district, and
for districts that rent equipment or sell goods or materials.

TUESDAY

9:30 — Noon Cedar
AUXILIARY INFORMATION SESSION &
BUSINESS MEETING

Featured Speakers: Dwight and Judy Batts,
2014 National Tree Farmer of the Year

NOON Imperial D
DEA Luncheon
Rick McSwain, President, Presiding

Featured Speaker: Doug Radford, Director of
Development, Harvesters International

The initials DL are on your nametag if you purchased this meal in advance.

1:30 p.m. Auditorium 1
NRCS STAFF MEETING
1:30 p.m. Guilford D-E

NCASWCD BUSINESS MEETING
Manly West, I* Vice President, Presiding
Ned Hudson, Parliamentarian

Reports

District Employee’s Association Report
Rick McSwain, President
Auxiliary Report

Betty Mathews, President

Division Comments

Pat Harris, Director

NRCS Comments

Tim Beard, State Conservationist
Foundation Report

Jimmy Gentry, President

Michelle Lovejoy, Executive Director
Action Items

Nominating Committee Report
Tommy Houser, Committee Chair
Rules of Procedure Amendment
John Langdon

Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws Amendment
John Langdon and Brian Harwell
Committee Reports

Committee Chairs



TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2015

7:45 -9 a.m. Parlor Room 364
AUXILIARY HOSPITALITY

7:30 -5 p.m. Registration Desk 1
REGISTRATION OPEN

7-2pm. Guilford F-G
EXPO OPEN

8§-11:30 a.m. Guilford D-E
GENERAL SESSION

John Langdon, President, Presiding

Invocation
Marvin Cavanaugh, Assistant Chaplain

Milton Heath Lecture: Soil :
Health — Farming & Ranching &
For The 21% Century
Ray Archuleta, Agronomist,
USDA-NRCS

NC Animal Agriculture

Coalition Panel Discussion

(see description on opposite page) : Ray dm leta

9:40 - 10:10 a.m.

Break Exhibit Hall - Guilford F-G
Sponsored by: Murphy-Brown Lic

Awards Presentations

Length of Service

Urban Conservationist of The Year
District Supervisor of the Year

Panel Discussion: Protecting and Encouraging
Pollinator Habitat and Health in North Carolina
This panel serves as an opportunity to share some of the ways
groups are working across our state to protect and encourage
pollinator habitat and health.

Election
Association 2™ Vice President

MONDAY

‘Waking the Sleeping Giant Imperial F
Brent Van Dyke, NACD 2" Vice President

Over the years, local soil and water conservation districts have been
labeled “the best kept secret in town.” Now is the time to wake up the
sleeping giant and bring conservation to the forefront. Learn from
this New Mexico advocate on how to inject a good dose of NoDoz
into your district program. Experience as a lobbyist and leader within
NACD makes Brent uniquely qualified to delivery this message.
Every district needs at least one representative in this session.

Emerging Issues in Agriculture Imperial C
This session will focus on the new N.C. Dam Safety emergency action
plan requirements for all intermediate and high hazard dams, an
update on the Waters of the U.S. legislation, and highlights of the
FDA Food Safety & Modernization Act. Come and learn about how
these emerging issues could affect your clients and how it relates to the
conservation work of local districts.

‘Watershed Service Districts & Stream Imperial B
Debris Removal — Lessons Learned

Several districts are currently evaluating options for addressing
drainage, stormwater runoff and flooding. Some are considering
establishing watershed service districts. Join us to hear some
experiences and lessons learned from other district supervisors and
staff who currently are involved in watershed service districts. We’ll
discuss the legal differences between a watershed service district

and a drainage district and considerations for setting up landowner
assessments. Several districts will also share their experiences
addressing debris resulting from hurricanes and other storm events.

The Expanding Urban/Rural Interface in  Imperial E
NC, Adaptations and Opportunities for Districts and
Their Clients

This session will explore the changes taking place at the tangent of
urban and rural communities as a result of significant population
growth in the state. Participants will learn how a farm family in

the Piedmont saw opportunity to not only maintain, but grow their
operation by adapting to the changing landscape with an adjustment
in their farming operation. Additionally, changes in natural resource
concerns as this urban/rural interface expands will also be presented.
There will be a group discussion at the end of the session on how
district goals and programs are currently addressing this issue and
what the future may hold for districts experiencing these changes.



MONDAY

NOON Imperial D
LEGISLATIVE LUNCH
Charles Davenport, Legislative Committee Chair, Presiding

Senator Rick Gunn

24" District, Alamance and Randolph counties

Senator Brent Jackson

10¢th District, Duplin, Johnston, and Sampson counties

Representative David Lewis

53rd District, Harnett County

Speaker-Elect Tim Moore

111" District, Cleveland County __  __ ~——
FOR NORTH CAROLINA

The initials LL are on your nametag if you purchased this
meal in advance.

1:30 p.m. Cedar
Committee Chairs’ and Recorders’ Meeting

2-5pm. Load Entry F
AUXILIARY TOUR OF THE PIEDMONT TRIAD
FARMERS MARKET

2-5pm.
RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Community Conservation Committee  Imperial E

District Operations Committee Imperial H
Education Committee Auditorium 1
Finance Committee Oak AB
Legislative Committee Imperial G
Natural Environment Committee Imperial F
Research and Technology Committee Imperial B
Water Resources Committee Imperial C

‘Did you know?

The N.C. Soil and Water Foundation is now on
Twitter! Follow along with @ncsoilwater.

Connect with NCDA&CS
www.facebook.com/ncagriculture
www.twitter.com/ncagriculture
www.youtube.com /ncagriculture
www.ncagr.gov/blog

MONDAY

6:30 p.m. Imperial D
CONSERVATION EDUCATION DINNER
Rich Hayes, Education Committee Vice-Chair, Presiding

Keynote: Success With Special Needs Students
Amy Jenkins and Len Curington
Southern School of Energy & Sustainability, Durham

Education Awards

Environmental Educator of the Year
Envirothon Hall of Fame

Food, Land, and People Awards
Special Recognition

Special Award
Outstanding Educator of the Year
Presented by Environmental Educators of NC

The initials ED are on your nametag if you purchased this
meal in advance.

8 p.m. Imperial D
AUXILIARY AUCTION

9p.m. Oak
INFORMAL MUSIC JAM

NC Animal Agriculture Coalition
Panel Discussion, Tuesday

The North Carolina Animal Agriculture Coalition is

a group of farmers, farm-organizations and others
involved in our state’s number one industry: agriculture.
North Carolina’s 50,000 farms grow oyer 80 different
commodities, utilizing roughly one quarter of land
available to provide consumers with a dependable and
affordable supply of food and fiber products. During
Tuesday’s General Session, hear from several of our
state’s producers about their farm operations and how
they are integrating best management practices to
conserve soil and water resources to remain productive
now and for years to come.
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