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A Message from 2013 President Tommy Houser

I    WANT to extend to each of you a very warm and 
cordial welcome to the 70th Annual Mee  ng of 
the NC Associa  on of Soil and Water Conserva  on 

Districts. The historic Grove Park Inn is a popular site for 
our mee  ng and we have met here many, many  mes in 
the past. The hotel staff  is aware of our every need and 
is commi  ed to help us make this mee  ng a posi  ve 
experience for everyone.
 Our theme for 2013 has been “Success thru 
Conserva  on.” Have we had success this year? I believe 
we have and I off er four examples: 
 (1) The AgWRAP program is now permanent and this 
past year, with the assistance of local districts, several 
ponds were completed which now store valuable water 
for ag produc  on. Seeing these on North Carolina’s 
landscape is like renewing an acquaintance with an old 
friend. 
 (2) Eighteen down east districts are successfully rolling 
out the Market Based Conserva  on Ini  a  ve and are 
helping to keep working lands under a very important 
military training fl ight route in agriculture and forestry. 
Most importantly through this ini  a  ve districts are 
welcoming new clients to their door step and are building 
their capacity. 
 (3) With fi nancial assistance from the State Grange, 
we are crea  ng new excitement for the Outstanding 
Conserva  on Farm Family program. Governor McCrory 
and Commissioner Troxler were keynote speakers 
during our recent celebra  on on the Jane Iseley Farm in 



Did you know? 
The top 10 coun  es in total farm cash receipts are:
1. Duplin $1,225,914,000
2. Sampson $1,133,814,000
3. Union $464,077,000
4. Wayne $436,603,000
5. Robeson $419,017,000
6. Bladen $383,580,000
7. Wilkes $303,106,000
8. Johnston $279,915,000
9. Lenoir $243,871,000
10. Greene $224,374,000

Alamance County. 
 (4) Although adequate funding was not secured to 
build the needed structures in order for Mountain Island 
Educa  onal State Forest to be fully accessible to students, 
key contacts have been made and this is a project that 
I will con  nue to work on. These highlight only four of 
many successes in 2013.
 How do you measure success at your local district 
and are you building the capacity of your district? Did 
your district program move forward in 2013 or is it 
seen as status quo. This annual mee  ng is designed to 
share informa  on and ideas that will help you build the 
capacity of your local district. I encourage you to take 
full advantage of all aspects of the annual mee  ng – 
par  cipate in breakout sessions, ac  vely engage yourself 
in commi  ee mee  ngs, and listen carefully to the keynote 
speakers. And most of all, network with your fellow 
supervisors and staff  and learn what they are doing to 
build the capacity of their district. We can learn from each 
other.
 Now let’s roll up our sleeves and get to work as we 
strive to build the capacity of all local soil and water 
conserva  on districts across North Carolina. Let’s have a 
great 70th Annual Mee  ng. I have enjoyed every minute of 
the past 12 months as your President. 
 Thanks for the opportunity.



SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2014

9:30 AM Ta   M,N
NC Soil and Water Conserva  on Commission Work 
Session

Vicky Porter, Chairperson, Presiding

NOON  Eisenhower F,G
DEA Execu  ve Board

Mike Doxey, DEA President Presiding

2-6 PM Grand Ballroom Pre-func  on
Registra  on Open

2-6 PM Grand Ballroom A
Expo Registra  on

12:30-2:30 PM  Ta   M,N
NCASWCD Execu  ve Commi  ee Mee  ng

Tommy Houser, NCASWCD, President, Presiding

1-3 PM Roosevelt
First Timers and New Supervisor Orienta  on

Franklin Williams, Past President, Facilitator

2-3 PM Wilson O,P
Auxiliary Scholarship Commi  ee

3-5 PM Grand Ballroom C
NC Soil and Water Conserva  on Commission Mee  ng

Vicky Porter, Chairperson, Presiding 

5-6 PM Vanderbilt Wing, Suite 4056
President’s Welcome Recep  on 

7:30 PM Grand Ballroom C
Memorial Service

Willis Overby, Chaplain Presiding  
Song Leader: David Williams 
Inspira  on Message: Willis Overby



Did you know? 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2014 

9 PM Eisenhower F
Nomina  ng Commi  ee Mee  ng

Donald Heath, Immediate Past President, Presiding

9 PM Wilson O,P 
Informal Music Jam

Known as “Fish Town” in the early 1700’s when 
Blackbeard frequented the coast, “Beaufort Town” 
was established as a seaport with the right to 
collect customs, in 1722.

Whitewater Falls in Transylvania County is the 
highest waterfall in the eastern United States.  
Fontana Dam is the tallest dam in the Eastern 
United States, at 480 feet high.  Beech Mountain 
is Eastern America’s highest town at 5,506   above 
sea level.

North Carolina is the largest producer of sweet 
potatoes in the na  on. Students at a Wilson 
County school pe   oned the North Carolina 
General Assembly for the establishment of the 
sweet potato as the offi  cial state vegetable.

The World War II ba  leship ‘North Carolina’ is 
permanently berthed on the Cape Fear River at 
Wilmington. She was saved from the scrap heap 
in the 1960’s by public subscrip  on, including 
dona  ons of dimes by schoolchildren.

The fi rst English colony in America was located on 
Roanoke Island. Walter Raleigh founded it. The 
colony mysteriously vanished with no trace except 
for the word “Croatoan” scrawled on a nearby tree.



Did you know? 

6 – 7 AM Grand Ballroom A
Exhibitor Move In

6:30 AM – 2 PM   Grand Ballroom Pre-func  on
Registra  on Open

6:45 AM Grand Ballroom B
Supervisors’ Breakfast (Doors Open 6:30 AM)

John Langdon, First Vice-President Presiding 

Invoca  on
Marvin Cavanaugh, Assistant Chaplain

Oaths of Offi  ce 
New Area Chairs

NACD Report and Update
Franklin Williams, NC NACD Board Member

Speaker: Lee McDaniel, First Vice President
Na  onal Associa  on of Conserva  on Districts

The ini  als SB are on your nametag if you purchased this 
meal in advance.

7 AM – 6 PM Grand Ballroom A
Expo Open

7:45 AM to 9 AM Vanderbilt Wing, Suite 4056
Auxiliary Hospitality
Food and coff ee provided; see separate agenda for 
Auxiliary ac  vi  es

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2014 

Mount Mitchell in the Blue Ridge Mountains is the 
highest peak east of the Mississippi. It towers 6,684 
feet above sea level.

The fi rst miniature golf course was built in 
Faye  eville.



MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2014 

8 AM Grand Ballroom C
General Session

Tommy Houser, President Presiding

Invoca  on
Willis Overby, Chaplain

Presenta  on of Colors
Na  onal Anthem led by Madeline and Olivia O   nger
Pledge of Allegiance led by Tommy Houser

Welcome
David Gan  , Chair Buncombe County Commissioners

Comments from the Top
Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler

Collabora  ve Agricultural Research In WNC
Kaleb Rathbone, Superintendant, NCDA&CS Mountain 
Research Sta  on, Waynesville 
Jeff  Chandler, Facility Director, NCSU Mountain 
Hor  cultural Research and Extension Center, Mills River

9:30 AM – NOON Wilson O,P
Auxiliary Informa  onal Session & Business Mee  ng

Kaleb Rathbone, Research Opera  ons Manager, 
NCDA&CS Mountain Research Sta  on 

  
9:45AM Grand Ballroom A
Break
      Sponsored by 

10:30 AM
Breakout Sessions

Does JAA stand for ‘Just Another Acronym’ in your 
District? Heritage A

Natalie Woolard, Facilitator
This session will address the importance of job approval 
authority to accomplish district objec  ves. Speakers will 
explain the process for a district employee to achieve job 
approval authority and the roles and responsibili  es of 
district supervisors. This session will also provide tools for 
districts to get the most out of the job approval authority 
process. 



MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2014 

What’s Soil Got to Do with It? Heritage B
Julie Buratowski, Nutrients for Life Founda  on, 
Presen  ng

It is es  mated the Earth will hold 9 billion people by 
2050. How will we feed all these addi  onal people in a 
sustainable manner? The answer is soil nutrients. This 
workshop includes hands-on ac  vi  es about soil science 
that are easy to replicate, such as plant macronutrients 
paper manipula  ve and a soil test analysis ac  vity.
A  endees will also be provided with the Nourishing the 
Planet in the 21st Century curriculum which was favorably 
reviewed by the Smithsonian Ins  tute, and other free 
educa  on materials.

2014 Execu  ve Commi  ee Orienta  on Heritage C
John Langdon, Associa  on 1st Vice President, Facilitator

Are you an incoming 2014 Area Chair or a member of the 
2013 Execu  ve Commi  ee who will con  nue serving in 
2014? If so, this session is specifi cally designed with you 
in mind. You will leave the session be  er informed about 
specifi c du  es and responsibili  es for the upcoming year. 
There will be plenty of  me for dialogue with incoming 
president, John Langdon, regarding goals and expecta  ons 
for 2014. Whether you’re a fi rst  me member of the 
Execu  ve Commi  ee or a veteran, this session is a must.

Eff ec  ve Legisla  ve Advocacy  Eisenhower F,G
Joy Hicks, NCDA&CS Policy Development Analyst, 
Facilitator 
Jake Parker, NC Farm Bureau Legisla  ve Counsel, 
Facilitator

Eff ec  ve policy advocates are informed about and 
engaged in the legisla  ve process. This session is 
designed to enhance your eff ec  veness and infl uence 
in the legisla  ve arena by recapping 2013’s legisla  ve 
accomplishments, previewing the 2014 legisla  ve agenda, 
and hearing from a panel of legisla  ve leaders about what 
cons  tutes eff ec  ve legisla  ve advocacy.



Shaking the Community Conserva  on Money Tree 
 Grand Ballroom C

Tom Hill, Facilitator
This session will feature a discussion by the Durham, 
Mecklenburg and New Hanover districts that will provide 
insight into how they obtained funding for community 
conserva  on ac  vi  es u  lizing city/county resources. 
Par  cipants will learn about the development of each 
district’s program, their partnership opera  ons, how 
funding was obtained for their program, and lessons 
learned from those experiences. The panel will also 
fi eld ques  ons and provide further insight into their 
experiences.

Stewardship: A Commitment to Conserva  on  
 Coolidge D,E

Kim Livingston, Facilitator
The easement has been closed so what now???  This 
session will address the importance of stewardship on 
conserva  on easements.  Speakers will discuss their 
experiences with monitoring, non-compliance issues, and 
legal challenges with regards to easements.  This session 
will provide districts informa  on and tools to manage 
conserva  on easements a  er they are acquired.

Linking Conserva  on Plans to Regulatory  Certainty and 
Farm Bill Programs Roosevelt K,L

David Williams, Facilitator
Both the House and Senate versions of the Farm Bill 
include provisions linking eligibility for crop insurance 
to conserva  on compliance.  This session will discuss 
the implica  ons of this to districts.  We will also discuss 
ac  vi  es in other states that  e benefi ts or regulatory 
incen  ves to conserva  on plans.
 
NOON  Grand Ballroom B
DEA Luncheon  

 Mike Doxey, DEA President, Presiding 
Speaker: Pam Hawkins, NCDEA Vice President

The ini  als DL are on your nametag if you purchased this 
meal in advance.

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2014 



1:30 PM Coolidge D,E
Commi  ee Chairs’ and Recorders’ Meeing

2-5 PM 
Resource Commi  ee Mee  ngs

  
Finance Commi  ee  Ta   M,N
Educa  on Commi  ee  Heritage B
District Opera  ons Commi  ee Heritage C
Legisla  ve Commi  ee Eisenhower F,G
Water Resources Commi  ee Heritage A
Natural Environment Commi  ee Wilson O,P 
Research and Technology Commi  ee Roosevelt K,L
Community Conserva  on Commi  ee 
 Grand Ballroom C 

6:30 PM Grand Ballroom B
Conserva  on Educa  on Dinner

Pamela Stroupe, Educa  on Commi  ee Chair, Presiding

Keynote Address
Andy Von Canon, Agriculture Teacher and FFA Advisor, 
Brevard High School

Educa  on Awards
 Environmental Educator of the Year
 Envirothon Hall of Fame
 Food, Land, and People Awards
 Special Recogni  on 

The ini  als ED are on your nametag if you purchased this 
meal in advance.

8 PM Grand Ballroom B
Auxiliary Auc  on

9 PM  Wilson O,P
Informal Music Jam

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2014 



7:45 to 9 AM  Vanderbilt Wing, Suite 4056
Auxiliary Hospitality

7:30 AM TO 5 PM   Grand Ballroom Pre-func  on
Registra  on Open

7 AM to 2 PM Grand Ballroom A  
Expo Open

8 AM Grand Ballroom C
General Session

Tommy Houser, President, NCASWCD Presiding

Invoca  on
Marvin Cavanaugh, Assistant Chaplain

Milton Heath Lecture  “Soil Health Farming In The 21st 
Century”
David Lamm, USDA-NRCS Soil Health Team Leader, 
Greensboro, NC 

Keynote Address “The Food Safety Challenge and 
Responsive Programs at NC State”
Dean Richard Linton, NCSU College of Ag and Life 
Sciences

9:30 AM – Noon Wilson O,P
Auxiliary Informa  on Session and Business Mee  ng

9:40 – 10:10 AM Grand Ballroom A
Break

10:10 AM  Grand Ballroom C
General Session Resumes

Tommy Houser, President, NCASWCD Presiding

Conserva  on Farm Family Panel
 Vicky Porter, 1999 State Conserva  on Farm Family 
 John Langdon, 2010 State Conserva  on Farm Family
 Phil Ross, Alamance SWCD

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2014 



Did you know? 

10:50 – 11:30 AM
Awards Presenta  ons

Length of Service
Technical District of The Year
Technical SWCD Employee of The Year
Administra  ve SWCD Employee of The Year
NRCS Employee of The Year
Urban Conserva  onist of The Year
Earth Team Awards

11:30  AM
Elec  on – TRC Representa  ve

NOON  Grand Ballroom B
Legisla  ve Luncheon 

Charles Davenport, Legisla  ve Commi  ee Chairman, 
Presiding

Sponsored by:

The ini  als LL are on your nametag if you purchased this 
meal in advance.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2014 

Babe Ruth hit his fi rst home run in Faye  eville on 
March 7, 1914.

The fi rst state-owned art museum in the country is 
located in Raleigh.

Hiram Rhoades Revels, born in Faye  eville in 1822, 
was the fi rst African-American member of Congress.



1:30 PM Grand Ballroom C
NCASWCD Business Mee  ng

John Langdon, 1st Vice President NCASWCD, Presiding; 
Ned Hudson, Parliamentarian

Reports
District Employee’s Associa  on Report
Mike Doxey, President 

Auxiliary Report
Be  y Mathews, President

Division Comments
Pat Harris, Director

NCRS Comments
Tim Beard, State Conserva  onist

Founda  on Report  
Jimmy Gentry, President
Michelle Lovejoy, Exec. Dir. 

Ac  on Items
Nomina  ng Commi  ee Report  
Donald Heath, Commi  ee Chair

Rules of Procedure Amendment
John Langdon

Ad Hoc Commi  ee on Area Alignment
Craig Frazier, Chair

Commi  ee Reports  
Commi  ee Chairs

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2014 

Did you know? 
Many people believe that North Carolina was the 
fi rst state to declare independence from England 
with the Mecklenburg Declara  on of 1775

Grandfather Mountain is the only private park in 
the world designated by the United Na  ons as an 
Interna  onal Biosphere Reserve.



6:30 PM Grand Ballroom A & B
Banquet 

Tommy Houser, President, Presiding
Invoca  on: Willis Overby, Chaplain 

Awards
Mountain Region Conserva  on Farm Family Award
Brush Creek Farm, Frances Huber owner, Alleghany 
County

Piedmont Region and State Conserva  on Farm 
Family Award
Iseley Farms, Jane Iseley owner, Alamance County

Special Apprecia  on Awards

Quilt Raffl  e  
Be  y Mathews, Auxiliary President        

Gator Raffl  e   
Mike Doxey, DEA President

Hall of Fame Induc  on
Dr. Bill Davis, Commi  ee Chair

Outgoing President’s Remarks
Tommy Houser, 2013 President 

Installa  on of the 2014 NCASWCD President
Honorable Sam Irvin, IV

Handing Over the Gavel
Tommy Houser, 2013 President

Incoming President’s Remarks  
John Langdon, 2014 President

9 – 11 PM  Wilson
Informal Jam
 

7 AM   Coolidge
Execu  ve Commi  ee Breakfast Mee  ng

John Langdon, President, Presiding 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2014 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8, 2014 



Past NCASWCD Presidents

1944 O. J. Holler – Rutherford Co.
1945  Dane S. Rhine – Gaston Co.
1946  A. C. Edwards – Greene Co.
1947  W. Herbert White – Rockingham Co.
1948 Wade E. Eller – Ashe Co.
1949 J. Hawley Poole – Moore Co.
1950 W. W. Eagles – Edgecombe Co.
1951 H. S. Hogan – Orange Co.
1952 W. J. Fonville – Alamance Co.
1953 J. T. Graham – Rowan Co.
1954 S. Vernon Stevens – Lee Co.
1955 Allen Swindell – Beaufort Co.
1956 Charles Ladd – Durham Co.
1957 B. L. Angell – Davie Co.
1958 Neal M. Craig – Mecklenburg Co.
1959 Charles L. Davis – Jones Co.
1960 A. W. Nesbi   – Buncombe Co.
1961 A.J. Flanagan – Pi   Co.
1962 Leon Ballance – Hyde Co.
1963 J.B. Slack – Randolph Co.
1964 James Bellamy, Jr. – Brunswick Co.
1965 Thomas H. Bonham – Buncombe Co.
1966 James T. Moss, Sr. – Franklin Co.
1967 Lloyd C. Bunch – Chowan Co.
1968 George B. Collins – Wilkes Co.
1969 George Winchester – Wake Co.
1970 William G. Sullivan – Duplin Co.
1971 Blair Goodson – Lincoln Co.
1972 A. W. Bunch – Scotland Co.
1973 M. E. Knight – Gates Co.
1974 G. C. Palmer – Haywood Co.
1975 C. Roy Nifong, Jr. – Forsyth Co.
1976 Joseph L. Williams – Duplin Co.
1977 John B. Harris – Burke Co.
1978 Stewart Adcock – Wake Co.
1979 Ralph Tucker – Pi   Co.
1980 Wade Carrigan – Iredell Co.
1981 D. R. Huff , Jr. – Hoke Co.



1982 F.C. Laughinghouse – Beaufort Co.
1983 Charles Pa  on – Buncombe Co.
1984 Garland Strickland – Nash Co.
1985 David Holland, Jr. – Onslow Co.
1986 H. Gray Ashburn, Jr. – Wilkes Co.
1987 John Y. Phelps, Jr. – Wake Co.
1988 William V. Griffi  n – Craven Co.
1989 Rebecca H. Rhyne – Gaston Co.
1990 William Butler – Bladen Co.
1991 Tom Burns – Pasquotank Co.
1992 James Ferguson – Haywood Co.
1993 Charles Snipes – Orange Co.
1994 Samuel D. Davis – Jones Co.
1995 Don Abernethy – Burke Co.
1996 John W. Finch – Nash Co.
1997 David M. O’Neal – Hyde Co.
1998 Eddie Stroup – Mecklenburg Co.
1999 Jeff  Turlington – Harne   Co.
2000 Franklin Williams – Duplin Co.
2001 Jim Hollifi eld – Rutherford Co.
2002 Albert Troutman – Moore Co.
2003 James Mason – Her  ord Co.
2004 Grover McPherson – Forsyth Co.
2005 Tom Davidson – Durham Co.
2006 Don Rawls – Pender Co.
2007 Ned Hudson – Cabarrus Co.
2008 Bobby Stanley – Columbus Co.
2009 William Picke   – Duplin Co.
2010 James Ferguson – Haywood Co.
2011 Craig Frazier – Randolph Co.
2012 Donald Heath – Craven Co.
2013 Tommy Houser – Lincoln Co.



Omni Grove Park Inn
Asheville, NC

Mee  ng and Event Facili  es
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GLASS/ATRIUM
ELEVATOR

THE GRAND 
BALLROOM

HOOVER
(H,J)

EISENHOWER
(F,G)

COOLIDGE
(D,E)

PRE-FUNCTION

PRE-FUNCTION

ROOSEVELT
(K,L)

TAFT
(M,N)

WILSON
(O,P)

VANDERBILT 
TERRACE

A B C

ELEVATORS

LEVEL 8

VANDERBILT WING

GUEST ROOMS
Main Inn: All three-digit rooms are located in the Main Inn
Sammons Wing: All four-digit rooms ending with the 
numbers 11-44 are located in the Sammons Wing
Vanderbilt Wing: All four-digit rooms ending with the 
numbers 50-77 are located in the Vanderbilt Wing

MEETING ROOMS
All mee  ng rooms are located as listed below.
Vanderbilt Wing: (8th Floor)

The Grand Ballroom
Coolidge Suite 
Eisenhower Suite
Hoover Suite
Roosevelt Suite
Ta   Suite
Wilson Suite

Sammons Wing
(Lobby Level)
Dogwood Suite
Heritage Ballroom
Laurel Suite
Rhododendron Suite
Skyline Room



Notes



Notes


