Wildlife Resources
Mammals:

Mammal Tracks & Sign-a Guide to North American Species    
      by Mark Elbrock   
         An excellent book with colored pictures of tracks taken out in the field and sketches 
        of animal tracks and pictures that show walking patterns.  Great pictures of scat and 
        other signs of animals.  Includes info on animal range, track size and other info 
        about how an animal walks and foot/toe anatomy, etc.   Does not have pictures of 
        the animal itself Paperback, but cumbersome for the field.
Mammals-A Golden Guide
       Inexpensive, small, easy to use guide with colored sketches of animals, size info, 
       habit and habitat info.  No track or scat info

Mammals Peterson First Guides

      Inexpensive, small, easy to use guide with colored animal sketches with tracks 
      included.  Includes size and some habitat info and range info but does not show range 
      maps.

A Guide to Animal Tracking and Behavior- Stokes Nature Guides  

               by Donald & Lillian Stokes

      Information about tracks and animals signs at front of book.  Detailed life history info 
      about each animal including; reproduction, diet, habits(behaviors), habitat and range.
      All  black and white sketches.

Birds
Bird Tracks & Sign-A Guide to North American Species
            By Mark Elbrock with Eleanor Marks

Same set up and presentation of tracks, scat and signs as Mammal Tracks & Sign-a Guide to North American Species  (see above).  Includes pictures of feathers but no pictures of each bird.

Eastern Birds-Peterson Field Guides
   Excellent, colored sketches, show male/female & immature if different.  Good physical 
   appearance, flight patterns or field marks descriptions to help with field identification.

   Does not include habitat info.   Each description refers to range maps located at the
    back of the book.

Birds – A Golden Guide
   Small, inexpensive book with colored sketches, range maps, physical appearance 
   descriptions and limited habitat info.
Reference ID’s:
        From:   www.keepingtrack.org    go to “store”; search for “Mammal ID 
           

                         Northern Forest Mammal Tracks:  great plastic animal track reference on key ring

                              to use inside or out in the field; Northern Forest Mammal Tracker Card. This 4 
                              1/2" by 6 1/2" inch card categorizes tracks by walkers, waddlers, bounders and 
                              hoppers and gives hind and fore print sizes in inches      ~ card  $6.00/card  


         From:   NorthWood Enterprises    www.northwoodsguides.com    
                              Scat identification cards:  great plastic cards on a keychain; can be used inside or
                             out in the field; You will be able to identify Black Bear, Moose, Mtn. Lion, 
                              Bobcat, Lynx, Fox, Otter, Beaver, Mink, Weasel, Rabbit, Deer and many other 
                              animals scat found in the woods today.     $8.99/keychain set     

Free Programs offered at Centennial Campus Center for Wildlife Education.  All four programs listed below are excellent in helping Envirothon students prepare for the competition or simply to learn more about the environment, wildlife and conservation.  Call Beth Gunn, Program Coordinator, 919-707-0205 for more info and for scheduling a program.

PIEDMONT HABITATS—use skins, skulls, tracks and scat to discover the wildlife that lives in Piedmont communities – stream forests, beaver ponds and old fields.  Find out how animals are adapted to these habitats. 

LIVING DOWNSTREAM—use a stream table to investigate erosion and other types of water pollution.  Design a model town that minimizes pollution to local waterways.  

STREAM INVESTIGATION—determine water quality in a local urban stream by collecting and identifying aquatic organisms and using current technology.  We can focus on macroinvertebrates – their adaptations and role in the ecosystem – or we can include more chemical tests. 
MANAGING N. C. WILDLIFE—use math and critical observation skills in activities modeling how WRC biologists determine wildlife population numbers.  Gain a historical perspective of wildlife conservation in North America.  Work cooperatively to find solutions to wildlife management problems.  

