
 

 

 

Join Us For The 

Cultural Awareness Day with the Haliwa-Saponi Tribe 

Thursday, June 27th, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Hollister, Halifax County, North Carolina 
 

The Haliwa-Saponi Tribe consists of 4,300 enrolled tribal members and 62% live in a very tight-
knit tribal community on the Warren and Halifax County border in northeastern North Carolina  
in the Brinkleyville Township and the Fishing Creek Township. Others live in the adjoining 
counties of Nash and Franklin, and maintain strong ties to Tribal members and family. Our 
community is located 25 miles from the nearest major town, and Louisburg, Roanoke Rapids 
and Rocky Mount are all approximately 25-40 miles from our community. 

All NRCS employees, District employees, Division employees, and members of the Conservation 
Partnership are invited to attend.  Please register online by May 1st if you would like to attend. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Mszy_1BKBk9NF5oA6R3FdT_KSs-
wvySVIPZft0jeTs4/viewform?sid=19951e2455004d52&token=6uVsGT4BAAA.H7kIcOBeYzoorTnLLEYM6g.
DIBiFv4BNPVj3F8O1_Rf-g  

The event will be held outside weather permitting.  Bleacher seating is available or bring your 
lawn chair.  Information on lunch pricing will be forth coming or bring your own lunch. 

AGENDA 
10 am – 10:30 am:   
Registration and Opportunity to Visit Artisans 
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ARTISTS 
The following artisans will be available and have wares for sale (most will take cash only).  .  
There will be opportunity for each vendor to give presentations to small groups moving from 
one artisan to another, and there is also an opportunity for participants to get hands-on 
experience with some of the crafts, such as pottery, and to be an audience for traditional 
storytelling.  This will also be available during the lunchtime activities. 
 
1. Arnold Richardson – flutist, American Indian art, stone carving, gourd carving, hand-made 

flutes, hand-made drums 
2.  Senora Lynch – a recognized potter in the local, state, national, and international 

communities; some of her work is displayed at the Smithsonian Institute and she created a 
beautifully design sidewalk at UNC’s cultural center; she also will show beadwork, regalia 
making, and cornhusk art 

3 Alvis Evans – herbal medicine, drums, gourd rattles, rawhide rattles, and wood carving 
4.  Karen Harley – Tribal Enrollment Officer, tribal paintings and drawings 
5.  David Lynch – wood carving, woodwork, bows & arrows, archery safety 
6.  Henry Lynch – pipes, rattles, drums, woodwork 
7.  Brian Lynch – silversmith (turquoise, onyx, wampum, etc.); the only silversmith in the tribe; 

will make custom-ordered pieces, takes credit cards 
8.  Sharon Berrun – modern-day regalia, appliqué; regalia historically had been primarily 

leather, but as a result of trade with settlers, expanded to include wool, beadwork, and 
other fabrics 

9.  Laura Richardson – dream catchers 
10.  Patricia Richardson – Coharie Indian/ adopted member of Haliwa – Saponi Tribe; will show 

beadwork, basketry, pottery, and will conduct storytelling activities 
11. Tim and Matilda Wheels – Tribal Elders; will show beadwork, drums, dance sticks, woodwork 
12. Bernadette Lee – Tribal Elder; homemade soap, straw brooms 
13.  Maxella Mills – Tribal Elder; will demonstrate traditional corn grinding (Ms. Mills has been 

ill, so her ability to participate is uncertain at this time) 
  
 
PROGRAM 
10:30 am – 11 am  
Chief, Chair of Tribal Council, Tribal Administrator, or other Haliwa-Saponi Tribe speaker 
  
There will be an opening song with a drum group and an invocation.  All songs are composed 
and sung in the Tutelo-Saponi language. 
The Haliwa-Saponi Tribe speaker will welcome everyone and speak about the Tribe’s 
organization, government, membership, programs, activities and current goals.   
The Tribal Princess, an ambassador for the Haliwa-Saponi people, will be present and 
introduced.  Photos of the past Princesses will be on display at the event. 
  
11 am – 11:30 am  
NRCS speaker, presentation of gift 
  
The NRCS speaker will relate the goals and mission of the agency to the cultural celebration and 
highlight some of the activities on which the agency has collaborated with the Tribe or provided 
assistance.  NRCS’ commitment to civil rights and equal opportunity employment may also be 
discussed. 
  
11:30 am – 12:15 pm  
Tribal Historian, Marty Richardson (Tribe member, PhD student) 
  
This will be a discussion of the Tribe language, cultural history, traditions, and agricultural 
history.  There may be students, both youth and adult, present from Mr. Richardson’s classes 
who will give a demonstration of the Tutelo-Saponi spoken language.   



  
LUNCH 
12:15 pm – 1:15 pm  
Lunch, mingling, and additional opportunity to visit with artisans 
  
Lunch will be composed of traditional cuisine and catered by Mr. Dunzell Mills.  Mr. Mills’ 
menus often include Saponi stew with buffalo meat or venison, Indian fried bread, Indian tacos, 
beans, corn, squash and other traditional foods.  A meeting to discuss the menu and price of 
each serving with Mr. Mills will be arranged shortly.  Once a price and menu is decided 
upon, employees will be given the opportunity to pre-purchase meals, and Mr. Mills will be paid 
in advance for this service. 
  
1:15 pm – 2 pm  
Traditional Dancing and Drumming demonstration 
  
The dances presented will not be ceremonial, but will still be significant and traditional.  The 
audience will be asked to participate.  The dances and songs themselves will be explained, the 
regalia worn by the dancers will be explained, including the colors and significances, and the 
story behind the demonstration will be told.  The Tribe uses dancing to demonstrate mutual 
respect and equality among all peoples and cultures. 
  
The event will be closed with drummers and a traditional song in the Tutelo-Saponi language.   
Members of the tribe will be available after 2 pm to continue mingling and explain Tribal 
culture to all who are interested. 
  
The Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe also extends a warm invitation to all for the attendance of the 
48th Annual Pow-Wow, taking place April 19th – 21st, 2013 at the Haliwa-Saponi Tribal Grounds.  
This is the oldest continuous Pow-Wow in North Carolina and usually receives between 10,000 
and 15,000 visitors each year.   
 


