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Stormwater Wetlands 
 

Definition/Purpose 
 
Stormwater wetlands are constructed systems that mimic the functions of natural wetlands and are 
designed to mitigate the impacts of urbanization on stormwater quality and quantity.  Stormwater 
wetlands provide an efficient method for removing a wide variety of pollutants such as suspended 
solids, nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus), heavy metals, toxic organic pollutants, and petroleum 
compounds. 
 
Policies 
 

1. Stormwater wetlands are intended to treat impervious surface areas of greater than 2500 ft2.  
Refer to the backyard wetland practice if the area to be treated is less than 2500 ft2. 

 
2. Stormwater wetlands that are constructed off-line from intermittent and perennial streams and 

are explicitly designed for stormwater management, are not subject to the provisions of Section 
401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act.  However, if stormwater wetlands are abandoned or no 
longer used for their original purpose, they may be regulated as wetlands. 

 
3. Measures to reduce high flow velocities and sediments and pollutant loads should be 

considered.  Pretreatment in conveyance facilities (such grass swales), filter strips or other 
buffers may be effective. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specifications 
 
NC DENR Stormwater BMP Manual: Stormwater Wetlands   
http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=ed7e696f-eb72-473d-b81f-
cc7df68d10ec&groupId=38364  
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