
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE SURVEY
1.	 In 2012, did you have enough water available to operate your farm at full capacity? 

□ 1Yes		 □3 No......................................................................................................................................	 	

In 2012, did you have enough water available to expand or diversify your farm if you had wanted to?

□1Yes	 □3 No......................................................................................................................................	 	

2.	 Would any of the following affect your ability to meet your farm water needs now or in the near future?  	
a.	 Water Supply Permits   	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

b.	 Costs of maintaining your water supply 	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

c.	 Changing Technology 	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

d.	 Your location in regards to a water supply 	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

e.	 Soil type on your operation	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

f.	 Topography of your farm 	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

g.	  Lack of Access to Rivers and/or Streams	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

h.	 Regulation or restrictions on water use	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

i.	 Other issues that would affect ability to get water	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know............ 	

j.	 Nothing would affect ability to get water	 □1Yes....................................................................

3.	 Are you planning to add wells on your farm in the next 3 years? □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = go to Item 4	 □5Don’t Know = go to Item 4
a.	 How many wells do you plan to add?______________..............................................................................

b.	 What do you think the average well depth will be?______________ feet...................................................

4.	 Are you planning to add ponds on your farm in the next 3 years?□1Yes = Continue	 □3No = go to Item 5	 □5Don’t Know = go to Item 5
a.	 How many ponds do you plan to add?______________.............................................................................

b.	 What do you think the average pond depth will be?______________ feet.................................................

5.	 Are you planning to purchase/lease equipment and other materials/supplies to access 
rivers/streams for irrigation purposes on your farm in the next 3 years?					      □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = go to Item 6	 □5Don’t Know = go to Item 6
a.	 How much do you expect to spend on equipment/supplies such as pumps and generators, pipes, 

hoses, etc. to gain access to rivers/streams?									      
i.	 1 Under $5,000
ii.	 2  $5,000-$9,999
iii.	 3 $10,000+
iv.	 5 Don’t Know

6.	 Are you planning to purchase/lease equipment and other materials/supplies to access public/private		   
water distribution systems in the next 3 years? 						       □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = go to Item 7	 □5Don’t Know = go to Item 7
a.	 How much do you expect to spend on equipment/supplies such as pumps, generators, pipes,		   

hoses, etc. to gain access to public/private water?
i.	 	 1 Under $5,000		
ii.	 	 2  $5,000-$9,999	
iii.	 	 3 $10,000+
iv.	 	 5 Don’t Know

7.	 Have you been able to obtain technical assistance for water conservation measures? □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = Continue	 □5Have not tried to get assistance = go to Item 8 
a.	 Did you experience any of the following problems while getting assistance for water conservation measures?

i.	  High Cost of Assistance	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.................
ii.	  Little or No Availability of Assistance	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.................
iii.	  Lack of Expertise	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.................
iv.	  Other 	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know................. 	  

b.	 What is your most preferred source of technical assistance for water conservation measures? Check only one	
i.	  	 1Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
ii.	  	 2Cooperative Extension Service
iii.	  	 3Private Industry
iv.	 	  4USDA/NRCS
v.	 	  5Other  

8.	 If you have increased your access to water resources or increased water storage on your farm, 
have you been able to obtain technical assistance? □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = Continue	 □5Have not tried to get assistance = go to Item 9 
a.	 Did you experience any of the following problems while trying to obtain technical assistance?

i.	 High Cost of Assistance   	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

ii.	 Little or No Availability of Assistance   	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

iii.	 Lack of Expertise   	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

iv.	 Other    	 □1Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................
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b.	 Which of the following is your most preferred source of technical assistance for enhanced water storage? Check only one	
i.	  	 1Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
ii.	  	 2Cooperative Extension Service
iii.	  	 3Private Industry
iv.	  	 4USDA/NRCS
v.	  	 5Other  

IRRIGATION
9.	 Do you currently use irrigation on your operation?	 □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = go to Item 10	 □5Don’t Know = go to Item 10

a.	 What types of irrigation do you currently use?

i.	 Center pivot	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................................

ii.	 Traveling gun	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................................

iii.	 Solid set	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................................

iv.	 Drip Lines [Micro-irrigation]	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................................

v.	 Subsurface Water management	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................................

vi.	 Precision Technology(Variable rate Pivots)	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................................

vii.	 Other	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................................

b.	 Do you have problems maintaining and operating your irrigation system? □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = go to Item 10	 □5Don’t Know = go to Item 10 
i.	 What are the problems?

(1)	 Cost of Using Irrigation	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

(2)	 Ease of operation	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

(3)	 Maintenance Considerations	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

(4)	 Inefficiencies (Equipment, Access to water etc. )	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

(5)	 Workers available to run Irrigation	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

(6)	 Other	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

c.	 Do you use any of the following practices when irrigating?

i.	 Moisture sensors (e.g. tensiometers, soil-water sensors)	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

ii.	 Water Meters	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................

iii.	 Recycling/Reuse	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

iv.	 Other  	 □1 Yes	 □3 No.......................  

10.	 Do you plan to install a new irrigation system or add additional irrigation in 2013?  □1Yes = Continue	 □3No = go to Item 11	 □5Don’t Know = go to Item 11
a.	 What types of irrigation do you plan to install?

i.	 Center pivot	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

ii.	 Traveling gun	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

iii.	 Solid set	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................  

iv.	 Drip Lines [Micro-irrigation]	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

v.	 Subsurface Water management	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

vi.	 Precision Technology(Variable rate Pivots)	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

vii.	 Other  	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

b.	 If not currently using, would you be interested in any of the following practices when irrigating?

i.	 Moisture sensors	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................  
(e.g. tensiometers, soil-water sensors)

ii.	 Water Meters	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

iii.	 Recycling/Reuse	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

iv.	 Other  	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

WATER USE EFFIECIENIES

11.	 Do you have a written water management plan? 	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................

12.	 Do you use soil maps when deciding how 
you use water on your farm?  	 □1 Yes	 □3 No	 □5 Don’t Know.....................
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