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Are You Planning a Spring Development?

Use this information to avoid costly delays in program or contract implementation.  The following requirements apply to all programs implemented by the field office, including NCACSP activities.
Evaluate Alternatives
Planners should explain that springs and wells are alternatives that can be used to meet livestock water needs.  There are pros and cons to each, including:
· Wells provide flexibility to deliver water virtually anywhere in the pasture.  Springs do not.

· Wells tap into a water supply that is normally more reliable than springs, during drought.

· Some categories of spring development require Clean Water Act permits.

Document practice alternatives on a Conservation Planning Alternatives form (NC-CPA-3), or in the Technical Assistance Notes.
Complete a Wetland Determination Right Away

The North Carolina FOTG requires completing a wetland determination and evaluating the Spring Development’s effects on wetlands for every site.  Wetland determinations take extra time to complete, so don’t wait to get this part of planning Spring Development complete.  Start the process for obtaining a “certified wetland determination” as soon as the Spring Development practice is selected.  Request your Area Office’s assistance if you have not earned the necessary wetland job approval authority.  

Is a Clean Water Act Permit Required?
Obtaining a Clean Water Act decision by the Corps of Engineers and the NC Division of Water Quality (DWQ) adds substantial time and additional cost to the implementation process.  That information must be considered during an evaluation of practice and design alternatives. 

According to the U.S. Army Corps’ of Engineers, spring development for agricultural use is exempt from Clean Water Act permit requirements when all of the following are incorporated in the design:

· Spring development occurs at or immediately upslope of the point where the springhead emerges from the ground

· Seepage flow is maintained downstream of the springhead after the practice has been installed.  That is, the practice is not installed to drain wetlands.
· Hydrophytic vegetation is conserved by fencing used to protect the spring head, or to control livestock access to wetlands, or riparian zones adjacent to the spring.
Spring development that converts a spring or wetland into pasture i.e. it converts waters of the U.S., will require a Clean Water Act decision by the Corps of Engineers and the NC Division of Water Quality (DWQ).  
Stream water pick-ups installed along side a stream, near the banks, but not in the channel, do not require a Clean Water Act decision by the Corps of Engineers or DWQ).  If the pick-up involves excavation in wetlands or a stream channel, a decision must be obtained from the Corps and DWQ.
Wetland Conservation Alternatives
The Continuous CRP offers non-competitive enrollment of Marginal Pasture Buffers (CP29) and Marginal Pasture Wetland Buffers (CP30) with strong financial incentives.  The NRCS Wetland Reserve Program and some other state and non-governmental programs also offer incentives to people who will protect sensitive habitats where soil and water meet.   Those conservation programs should be among the alternative presented to a client who is developing a pasture management plan.
