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TRC Business Meeting – Kelly Hedgepeth, Chair 
9 am 

AGENDA 
 

Welcome 
 
 
 
Action Items 
 

1. Consideration of adding All Season Agricultural Access Jeff Young, Area 1 Districts 

2. Considerations of changes to incentive practices (conservation tillage) Division Staff, Beaufort District 

3. Considerations of changes to the compliance policy Division Staff 

 
Discussion items 

 
 

1. Work group reports 
a. Precision Farming – David Williams 
b. Pasture BMPs –Ken Parks 
c. Compost Workgroup – Lisa Fine/Chester Lowder 
d. Conservation Effects Workgroup – Kelly Hedgepeth Lisa Fine 
e. Enhanced Water Management Workgroup – Kelly Hedgepeth  
f. Animal Waste Policy Workgroup-David Harrison 
g. Cost List Area Changes Updates- Ken Parks, Terri Ruch,  

 
 

2. Member/guest comments 

https://ncag.adobeconnect.com/trc/
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All Season Agricultural Access 
 

Definition/Purpose 
 

Provide stabilized access to agriculture best management practices to prevent erosion. 
 
Policies 
 

1. The access shall be for agricultural use only. 

2. The access must be to a waste management system (i.e. poultry drystack, feed/waste 
structure, livestock feeding area), agricultural chemical handling facility or heavy use 
area BMP. 

3. Structural geotextiles shall meet the requirements of “Construction Specification 217 – 
Geotextiles” and “Interim Material Specification 592 – Geotextiles” 

4. Minimum life of the practice is ten (10) years. 

5. BMP acres affected are required on the contract. 

6. If the land is converted to residential or commercial uses during the maintenance period, 
the cost share contract shall be considered out of compliance. 

 

Standards 

NC NRCS Technical Guide, Section IV, Standard #342 (Critical Area Planting), #561 
(Heavy Use Area Protection), #560 (Access Road) 
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Long Term No-Till 
 
Definition/Purpose 
 

A Long-Term No-Till Practice means planting all crops for five consecutive years with at 
least eighty percent (80%) of the at-plant soil surface covered by plant residue from 
preceding crops to improve water quality.  Benefits may include reduced soil erosion, 
sedimentation and pollution from dissolved and sediment-attached substances.  

 
Policies 
 

1. Long term no-till may be applied on any cropland where adequate ground cover is 
maintained.  Soil fertility levels should be high before establishing a long term no-till 
system.  This applies to crop rotations that include fallow periods as well as annual 
planting.  When fallow periods are included, no surface soil disturbance is allowed. 

 
2. A heavy residue must be maintained throughout the crop rotation, with 80% residue 

required at planting for all crops.  This requirement may prohibit practices such as 
haying and grazing.  If required, cover crops must be established at plant populations 
that will provide adequate residue for no-till planting (see standard for Cover Crop 340).  
A minimum of 80% ground cover is required at planting. Soil disturbance during the 
harvest of crops must be held to a minimum. 

 
3. Payments for Long Term No-Till systems shall be limited to $150 per acre.  No payment 

for this incentive shall be made until required 80% residue is certified by a field office 
representative. Any cooperator who receives state or federal funds for annual or 3-year 
conservation tillage incentives after September 20, 2000 may remain eligible to receive 
incentive payments for long-term no-till.  The incentive payment will be reduced to $90 
per acre on land that has been in the 3-year conservation tillage practice and the 
previous incentive is counted toward the lifetime cap for long-term no-till (see #11 
below).  

 
4. Cooperators who have received state or federal cost share for annual conservation 

tillage prior to September 20, 2000 remain eligible for this incentive. 
 

5. To be eligible for the 3-year Conservation Tillage (Grain and Cotton) or the Long –Term 
No-Till incentive, the cooperator must certify that they are not already practicing long-
term no-till and maintaining the required percent cover on any land that they farm. 
Cooperators may receive cost share payments for long-term no-till for additional land for 
subsequent years, as long as they have not adopted long-term no-till. Adopting long-
term no-till requires achieving 80% at-plant residue for five years. 

 
6. Fields should not have severe infestations of weeds that are difficult to control. 

 
7. The earliest allowable herbicide burn down for legumes will be early bloom.  The earliest 

allowable herbicide burn down for grasses will be early boot. 
 

8. All cover crops must be allowed to reach a reasonable level of maturity before herbicide 
burn down, prior to planting.  Suggested planting rates and planting dates can be found 
in the NRCS Technical Guide, Standard 340, Cover Crop. 
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9. Integrated pest management will be encouraged. 

 
10. The five-year period for long-term no-till begins with the first crop at planting time and 

ends with the last crop at harvest. 
 
11. Each cooperator will be limited to a $25,000.00 combined lifetime cap for long-term no-

till and 3-year conservation tillage.  If the cooperator has previously received incentive 
payments for 3-year conservation tillage for grain and cotton, then the amount of the 
incentive the cooperator may receive for long-term no-till is reduced by the amount of the 
incentive previously received.  

 
12. No burning of residue is allowed. 
 
13. BMP soil, nitrogen, and phosphorus impacts are required on the contract.  Include the 

planted acreage as well.  Refer to the Minimum NCACSP Effects Requirements table 
later in this section for the correct methods of calculation. 

 
14. When determining the acreage for which payments can be made for this practice, only 

the acreage actually planted shall be considered.  The area occupied by farm roads, 
best management practices, ditches, structures, etc. shall not be included in planted 
acreage. 

 
15. Minimum life of BMP is five (5) years. 
 
16. On occasion it may be unavoidable for the cooperator to need to access the field when 

the traffic will result in ruts in the field (e.g., harvest operations).  With documented 
approval from field staff, the cooperator can spot disk/level ruts to smooth out the 
surface. The field staff will work with the cooperator to stay in compliance with his/her 
conservation tillage contract. If field staff determines adequate cover can be established 
prior to next crop being planted, a cover crop should be planted immediately. The field 
staff can provide a recommendation on what might be best to plant as a quick cover. 
Cooperators must contact their district office for assistance. 
 

a. Field staff needs to determine the level of need for isolated disking. If smoothing 
the ruts will allow for the cooperator to stay in compliance, no contract extension 
will be required. 
 

b. If extensive disking and leveling occurs, contract must be extended by one year 
or cooperator must refund entire amount of incentive payment. 

 
Standards 

 
NC NRCS Technical Guide, Section IV, Standard # 328 (Conservation Crop Rotation), 
#329A (Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till and Strip Till), #340 (Cover Crop), 
#778 (Long Term No-Till) 

 
(Policy #16 added March 2010) 
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Three-Year Conservation Tillage for Grain and Cotton 
 

Definition/Purpose 
 

A Three-Year Conservation Tillage Practice means any tillage and planting system in 
which at least sixty percent (60%) of the at-plant soil surface is covered by plant residue 
to improve water quality. Benefits may include reduction of soil erosion, sedimentation 
and pollution from dissolved and sediment-attached substances.  

 
Policies 
 

1. Each year of the contract requires a crop be planted with at least 60% residue. 
 

2. To be eligible for this conservation tillage incentive, the cooperator must certify that they 
are not already using the conservation tillage practice for which they are applying on any 
land that they farm.  Cooperators who have received state or federal cost share for 
annual conservation tillage prior to September 20, 2000 remain eligible for the Three-
Year Conservation Tillage incentive. 

 
3. The cooperator must commit to do conservation tillage (60% crop residue cover at 

planting on the same field or group of fields for three consecutive years).  No payment 
for this incentive shall be made until the required 60% at plant residue for the first crop is 
certified by a field office representative. 

 
4. A cover crop should be sown at harvest or should be drilled within two weeks after 

harvest.   
 

5. Regardless of the crop, residue at time of planting must be at least 60%.   However, a 
cooperator who has received the 3-year conservation tillage incentive for peanuts, sweet 
corn, tobacco, and vegetables may not receive the 3-year conservation tillage incentive 
for grain and cotton for the same land. 

 
6. BMP soil, nitrogen, and phosphorus impacts are required on the contract.  Include the 

planted acreage as well.  Refer to the Minimum NCACSP Effects Requirements table 
later in this section for the correct methods of calculation. 
 

7. Minimum life of the BMP is three (3) years. 
 

8. Each cooperator will be limited to a $15,000 lifetime cap for three-year conservation 
tillage for grain and cotton.  

 
9. No burning of crop residue will be permitted for any of the conservation tillage incentives. 

 
10. When determining the acreage for which payments can be made for this incentive, only 

the acreage actually planted shall be considered.  The area occupied by farm roads, 
best management practices, ditches, structures, etc. shall not be included in planted 
acreage. 

 
11. On occasion it may be unavoidable for the cooperator to need to access the field when 

the traffic will result in ruts in the field (e.g., harvest operations).  With documented 
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approval from field staff, the cooperator can spot disk/level ruts to smooth out the 
surface. The field staff will work with the cooperator to stay in compliance with his/her 
conservation tillage contract. If field staff determines adequate cover can be established 
prior to next crop being planted, a cover crop should be planted immediately. The field 
staff can provide a recommendation on what might be best to plant as a quick cover. 
Cooperators must contact their district office for assistance. 
 

a. Field staff needs to determine the level of need for isolated disking. If smoothing 
the ruts will allow for the cooperator to stay in compliance, no contract extension 
will be required. 
 

b. If extensive disking and leveling occurs, contract must be extended by one year 
or cooperator must refund entire amount of incentive payment. 

 
Standards 

 
NC NRCS Technical Guide, Section IV, Standard # 328 (Conservation Crop Rotation), 
#329A (Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till and Strip Till), and #340 (Cover Crop).  

 
(Policy #11 added March 2010) 
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Three-Year Conservation Tillage for Peanuts, Sweet Corn, Tobacco, 
and Vegetables 

 
Definition/Purpose 
 

A Three-Year Conservation Tillage Practice means any tillage and planting system in 
which at least sixty percent (60%) of the at-plant soil surface is covered by plant residue 
to improve water quality. Benefits may include reduction of soil erosion, sedimentation 
and pollution from dissolved and sediment-attached substances.  

 
Policies 

1. Payments for the Three-Year Conservation Tillage System shall be one-time after the 
planting of the specialty crop such as peanuts, sweet corn, tobacco, or vegetables. The 
specialty crop, for which the incentive is paid, must be planted at least once during the 
three-year contract.  The incentive does not require additional plantings of that crop 
during the contract.  

2. Cooperators who have received state or federal cost share for annual conservation 
tillage prior to September 20, 2000 remain eligible for the Three-Year Conservation 
Tillage incentive. 

3. The cooperator must commit to do conservation tillage (60% crop residue cover at 
planting) on the same field or group of fields for three consecutive years. No payment for 
this incentive shall be made until required 60% at plant residue for the specialty crop is 
certified by a field office representative. 

4. A cover crop should be sown at harvest or should be drilled within two weeks after 
harvest for peanuts and vegetables and after three weeks for tobacco. Plastic is not 
considered eligible for ground cover in this incentive program. 

5. Incentives will be paid after planting the specialty crop according to crop.  Please refer to 
the average cost list. 

6. Cooperators who receive the incentive for peanuts, tobacco, and vegetables may be 
eligible to receive cost share for the same practice for additional acreage in subsequent 
years. 

7. BMP soil, nitrogen, and phosphorus impacts are required on the contract.  Include the 
planted acreage as well.  Refer to the Minimum NCACSP Effects Requirements table 
later in this section for the correct methods of calculation. 

8. Minimum life of the BMP is three (3) years. 

9. Each cooperator will be limited to a $15,000 lifetime cap for peanuts, sweet corn, 
tobacco, and vegetables.  

10. No burning of crop residue will be permitted for any of the conservation tillage incentives. 

11. When determining the acreage for which payments can be made for this incentive, only 
the acreage actually planted shall be considered.  The area occupied by farm roads, 
best management practices, ditches, structures, etc. shall not be included in planted 
acreage. 

12. On occasion it may be unavoidable for the cooperator to need to access the field when 
the traffic will result in ruts in the field (e.g., harvest operations).  With documented 
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approval from field staff, the cooperator can spot disk/level ruts to smooth out the 
surface. The field staff will work with the cooperator to stay in compliance with his/her 
conservation tillage contract. If field staff determines adequate cover can be established 
prior to next crop being planted, a cover crop should be planted immediately. The field 
staff can provide a recommendation on what might be best to plant as a quick cover. 
Cooperators must contact their district office for assistance. 

13. Field staff needs to determine the level of need for isolated disking. If smoothing the ruts 
will allow for the cooperator to stay in compliance, no contract extension will be required. 

 
14. If extensive disking and leveling occurs, contract must be extended by one year or 

cooperator must refund entire amount of incentive payment. 
 

Standards 

NC NRCS Technical Guide, Section IV, Standard # 328 (Conservation Crop Rotation), 
#329A (Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till and Strip Till), #340 (Cover Crop). 

 
(Policy #12 added March 2010) 
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Sod-Based Rotation 
 
Definition/Purpose 
 

A Sod-Based Rotation Practice means an adapted sequence of crops, grasses and 
legumes, or a mixture thereof, established and maintained for a definite number of years 
as part of a conservation cropping system.  Sod-based rotation is designed to provide 
adequate organic residue for maintenance or improvement of soil tilth to improve water 
quality.  Benefits may include reduced soil erosion, sedimentation and pollution from 
dissolved and sediment-attached substances.  

 
Policies 
 

1. A one-time incentive payment per field will be made for establishment. 
 

2. BMP soil, nitrogen, and phosphorus impacts are required on the contract.  Include the 
planted acreage as well.  Refer to the Minimum NCACSP Effects Requirements table 
later in this section for the correct methods of calculation. 

 

3. Minimum life of BMP is 3, 4 or 5 years, depending on the rotation.  Average cost is based on the number of 
months fields are in sod: 

 
a. 3 year sod-based rotation with fields in sod 17 months; 

 
b. 4 year sod-based rotation with fields in sod 29 months; and 

 
c. 5 year sod-based rotation with fields in sod 41 months. 

 
4. In the event the established sod is destroyed with 6 months or more remaining in the 

required maintenance period, and the destruction is due to factors beyond the 
cooperator’s control, the cooperator is eligible for only one repair contract during the life 
of the maintenance period for the practice.  So as to not interfere with the planned crop 
rotation, the repair contract shall not require the maintenance period to be renewed.  If 
the cooperator elects not to repair the sod, then he/she must repay a pro-rated amount 
of the incentive received.  (Repair contract payment is based on 75% of actual costs, in 
accordance with Repair Contracts policy in Section VI of the NCACSP manual.) 

 
Any cooperator who receives state or federal funds for the 3 year sod-based rotation  
incentives after September 20, 2000 may remain eligible to receive incentive payments 
for 4 or 5 year sod-based rotation.  The incentive payment for the 4 or 5 year sod-based 
rotation will be reduced by the amount paid for the 3 year practice.  

 
5. When determining the acreage for which payments can be made for this incentive, only 

the acreage actually planted shall be considered.  The area occupied by farm roads, 
best management practices, ditches, structures, etc. shall not be included in planted 
acreage. 

 
6. Each cooperator will be limited to a $25,000 lifetime cap for sod-based rotation.     
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Standards 
 

N. C. NRCS Technical Guide, Section IV, Standard #328 (Conservation Crop Rotation) and 
#512 (Pasture and Hayland Planting), # 528A (Prescribed Grazing). 

 



Agriculture Cost Share Program 
 

September 2014 

Prescribed Grazing 
 
Definition/Purpose 
 

Prescribed Grazing involves managing the intensity, frequency, duration, timing, and 
number of grazing animals on pastureland in accordance with site production limitations, 
rate of plant growth, physiological needs of forage plants for production and persistence, 
and nutritional needs of the grazing animals.  The goal of this practice is to reduce 
accelerated soil erosion and compaction, to improve or maintain riparian and watershed 
function, to maintain surface and/or subsurface water quality and quantity, to improve 
nutrient distribution, and to improve or maintain desired species composition and vigor of 
plant communities. Productive pastures maintain wildlife habitat and permeable green 
space.  

 
Policies 
 

1. This practice must be in a separate stand alone contract. This practice must be 
maintained on the same pasture acres for three consecutive years. 

2. The cooperator can receive incentive of up to the amount listed on the NCACSP 
average cost list per year for up to 3 years, not to exceed a lifetime cap of $15,000 per 
applicant. 

3. The cooperator must consistently manage fertility, stocking rates, and stop/start grazing 
heights (shown in the Target Grazing Height table); to minimize the potential for cost 
shared fields to be overgrazed and to ensure that a good stand of annual or perennial 
pasture vegetation is maintained. 

Perennial examples 

Species Growth 
Periods 

Target Grazing 
Height 

-----inches----- 
to start to stop* 

Bermudagrass:  Common, hybrid & 
seeded varieties 

Apr-Sep 4-6 2-3 
Frosted 3+ 2-3 

Bluegrass, Kentucky with White Clover 

Mar-May 4-6 2-3 
Jun-Aug 6-8 2-4 
Sep-Oct 6-8 2-3 
Nov-Feb 4-6 2-3 

Fescue or Orchardgrass with/without 
Ladino Clover 

Feb-Mar 4-6 2-3 
Apr-Jun 6-8 2-3 
Jul-Aug 6-8 3-4 
Sep-Oct 6-8 2-3 
Nov-Jan 4-6 2-3 

Red Clover and mixtures with cool-season 
grasses 

Apr-May 6” to bud 3-4 
Jun-Sep 10” to bud 3-4 
Nov-Dec Frosted 2-3 

Switchgrass, Indiangrass, Big Bluestem 
Apr-Jun 14-18 5-7 
Jul-Aug 18-22 5-7 
Sep-Oct 16-20 8-12 
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 Annual examples 
 

The list follows: 

Species Growth 
Period 

Start 
Grazing 
Height 

Stop 
Grazing 
Height 

Summer Annuals    
Millet May – Oct 12” - 24” 5” – 8” 
Sorghum 
Sudangrass May – Oct 12”- 24” 5”- 8” 

Crabgrass Jun – Sep 8”- 18” 2”- 4” 
Winter Annuals    
Small grains Oct – April 6” –  8” 3”- 4” 
Ryegrass Apr – Jun 6” –  8” 3” – 4” 

 
 
* Up to 10% of the prescribed grazing area may fall below the recommended forage grazing 

stop heights during dormant periods or declared natural disaster to allow external feeding and 
further regrowth of remaining acreage.  This sacrifice grazing area should be identified as 
part of a plan on the least environmentally sensitive part of the prescribed grazing area. 
Vegetation shall be re-established as quickly as possible.   

 

4. Develop a grazing plan using C-GRAZ (or other approved tool or method) to calculate 
and document the estimated balance between forage produced or available in the 
grazing management unit and livestock herd nutritional requirements in the current and 
planned pasture management system. 

5. The cooperator must agree to manage the seasonal and periodic movement of grazing 
animals to ensure effective forage utilization and improve distribution of excreted 
nutrients (including placement /provision of drinking water sources). 

6. The cooperator must agree to exclude livestock from surface waters and to implement 
stream protection system components necessary to protect water quality permanent 
fencing shall be in placeprior to implementation of a prescribed grazing plan. 

7. Existing feeding, handling, and watering areas must be located as far from streams as 
practical, but no closer than 30 feet from streams, unless it is technically impractical.  To 
the extent practical, feeding areas for external feed should be moved frequently to 
improve the distribution of excreted nutrients. 

8. Other sacrifice areas shall be located as far from streams as practical, but no closer than 
100 feet from streams, unless it is technically impractical.   

9. The cooperator must apply nutrients in accordance with a nutrient management plan 
based on realistic yield expectation and a soil test report within the last two years, taking 
into consideration the excreted nutrients from livestock. 

a. Additional cost share funds may be provided in conjunction with this practice to 
provide additional water quality benefits to install necessary temporary or 
permanent interior fencing1 to facilitate effective rotation of grazing animals. 

b. Provide sufficient drinking water (watering facility1) in each paddock of the 
grazing plan. 
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10. BMP soil and phosphorus impacts are required on the contract.  Include the planted 
acreage as well.  Refer to the Minimum NCACSP Effects Requirements table later in this 
section for the correct methods of calculation. 

 
1These components require a 10 year maintenance agreement if cost share funds are provided.  
Specifications 
 

North Carolina NRCS Technical Guide, Section IV, Code #528 (Prescribed Grazing), 
add watering facility #614, #516 livestock pipeline and #382 fencing 
 
(September 2008; September 2009, revised September 2014) 
 
 



SUBCHAPTER 59D - AGRICULTURE COST SHARE PROGRAM FOR NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
SECTION .0100 - AGRICULTURE COST SHARE PROGRAM 

 
02 NCAC 59D .0101 PURPOSE 
This Subchapter describes the operating procedures for the division under the guidance of the commission implementing 
the Agriculture Cost Share Program for Nonpoint Source Pollution Control.  Procedures and guidelines for participating 
districts are also described.  The purpose of the voluntary program is to reduce the delivery of agricultural non point 
source (NPS) pollution into the water courses of the state. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-840; 106-850; 139-4;  

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Recodified from 15A NCAC 6E .0001 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0101 Eff. May 1, 2012. 

02 NCAC 59D .0102 DEFINITIONS FOR SUBCHAPTER 59D 
In addition to the definitions found in G.S. 143-215.74, the following terms used in this Subchapter have the following 
meanings: 

(1) Agriculture Nonpoint Source (NPS) Pollution means pollution originating from a diffuse source as a 
result of agricultural activities related to crop production, production and management of poultry and 
livestock, land application of waste materials, and management of forestland incidental to agricultural 
production. 

(2) Allocation means the annual share of the state's appropriation to participating districts. 
(3) Applicant means a person(s) who applies for best management practice cost sharing monies from the 

district.  An applicant may also be referred to as a cooperator.  All entities, with which the applicant is 
associated, including those in other counties, shall be considered the same applicant. 

(4) Average Costs means the calculated cost, determined by averaging actual co sts and current cost 
estimates necessary for best management practice implementation.  Actual costs include labor, 
supplies, and other direct costs required for physical installation of a practice. 

(5) Best Management Practice (BMP) means a structural or nonstructural management based practice used 
singularly or in combination to reduce nonpoint source inputs to receiving waters. 

(6) Conservation Plan of Operation (CPO) means a written plan scheduling the applicant 's decisions 
concerning land use, and both cost shared and non-cost shared BMPs to be installed and maintained 
on the operating unit. 

(7) Cost Share Agreement means an annual or long term agreement between the applicant and the district 
which defines the BMPs to be cost shared, rate and amount of payment, minimum practice life, and date 
of BMP installation.  The agreement shall state that the recipient shall maintain and repair the 
practice(s) for the specified minimum life of the practice.  The Cost Share Agreement shall have a 
maximum contract life of three years for BMP installation.  The district shall perform an annual status 
review during the installation period. 

(8) Cost Share Incentive (CSI) means a predetermined fixed payment paid to an applicant for implementing 
a BMP in lieu of cost share. 

(9) Cost Share Rate means a cost share percentage paid to an applicant for implementing BMPs. 
(10) Detailed Implementation Plan means the plan approved by the commission that specifies the guidelines 

for the current program, year including BMPs that will be eligible for cost sharing and the minimum life 
expectancy of those practices. 

(11) District BMP means a BMP designated by a district to reduce the delivery of agricultural NPS pollution 
and which is reviewed and approved by the Division to be technically adequate prior to funding. 

(12) Encumbered Funds means monies from a district 's allocation which have been committed to an 
applicant after initial approval of the cost share agreement. 

(13) Full Time Equivalent (FTE) means 2,080 hours per annum which equals one full time technical position. 
(14) In-kind Contribution means a contribution by the applicant towards the implementation of BMPs.  

In-kind contributions shall be approved by the district and can include but not be limited to labor, fuel, 
machinery use, and supplies and materials necessary for implementing the approved BMPs. 



(15) Landowner means any natural person or other legal entity, including a governmental agency, who 
holds either an estate of freehold (such as a fee simple absolute or a life es tate) or an estate for years or 
from year to year in land, but does not include an estate at will or by sufferance in land.  Furthermore, a 
governmental or quasi-governmental agency such as a drainage district or a soil and water 
conservation district, or any such agency, by whatever name called, exercising similar powers for 
similar purposes, can be a landowner for the purposes of these Rules if the governmental agency holds 
an easement in land. 

(16) Program Year means the period from July 1 through June 30 for which funds are allocated to districts. 
(17) Proper Maintenance means that a practice(s) is being maintained such that the practice(s) is 

successfully performing the function for which it was originally implemented. 
(18) Soil Loss Tolerance (t) means  the maximum allowable annual soil erosion rate to maintain the soil 

resource base, depending on soil type. 
(19) Strategy Plan means the annual plan for the N.C. Agriculture Cost Share Program for Nonpoint Source 

Pollution Control to be developed by each district.  The plan identifies pollution treatment needs and 
the level of cost sharing and technical assistance monies required to address those annual needs in the 
respective district. 

(20) Technical Representative of the district means a person designated  by the district to act on their behalf 
who participates in the planning, design, implementation and inspection of BMPs.  These practices 
shall be technically reviewed by the Division.  The district chairman shall certify that the technical 
representative has properly planned, designed and inspected the BMPs. 

(21) Unencumbered Funds means the portion of the allocation to each district which has not been 
committed for cost sharing. 

 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-840; 106-850; 139-3;  

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Temporary Amendment Eff. September 23, 1996; 
Recodified from 15A NCAC 6E .0002 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Amended Eff. April 1, 1997; 
Temporary Amendment Expired June 13, 1997; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 2008; July 1, 2004; 
Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0102 Eff. May 1, 2012. 

 
02 NCAC 59D .0103 ALLOCATION GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES 
(a)  The Commission shall allocate the cost share funds to the districts in the designated program areas.  To receive fund 
allocations, each district designated eligible by the Commission shall submit  an annual strategy plan to the Commission at 
the beginning of each fiscal year.  Funds may be allocated to each district for any or all of the following purposes:  cost 
share payments, cost share incentive payments, technical assistance, or administrative  assistance.  Use of funds for 
technical and administrative assistance must follow the guidelines set forth in Rule .0106 of this Subchapter.  
(b)  Funds shall be allocated to the districts at the beginning of the fiscal year and whenever the Commission determines 
that sufficient funds are available to justify a reallocation.  Districts shall be allocated monies based on the identified level 
of agriculture-related nonpoint source pollution problems, the respective district's BMP installation goals as 
demonstrated in the district annual strategy plan, and the district's record of performance to affect BMP installation by 
cooperating farmers.  The allocation method used for disbursement of funds is based on the relative position of each 
respective district for those parameters approved by the Commission pursuant to Paragraph (g) of this Rule.  Each district 
is assigned points for each parameter, and the points are totaled and proportioned to the total dollars available under the 
current program year funding according to the following formula: 

(1) Sum of Parameter Points   = Total Points 
(2) Percentage Total    Total    Dollars Available 

Points Each   x Dollars   = to 
District     Available   Each District 

(3) The minimum allocated to a particular district shall be twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) per program 
year, unless the district requests less than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). 

(4) If a district requests less than the dollars available to that district in Subparagraph (b)(2) of this Rule,  
then the excess funds beyond those requested by the district shall be allocated to the districts who did 



not receive their full requested allocation using the same methodology described in Subparagraph 
(b)(2) of this Rule. 

(c)  95 percent of the total program funding shall be allocated to the district accounts in the initial allocation.  The Division 
shall retain five percent of the total funding in a contingency fund to be used to respond to an emergency or natural 
disaster.  If the funds are not needed to respond to an emergency, then the contingency fund shall be allocated at the 
March meeting of the Commission. 
(d)  The Commission may recall funds allocated to a district during a fiscal year that have not been encumbered to an 
agreement at any time if it determines the recalled funds are needed to respond to an emergency or natural disaster. 
(e)  At any time a district may submit a revised strategy plan and apply to the Commission for additional funds.  
(f)  CPO's that encumber funds under the current year must be submit ted to the Division by 5:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday in June. 
(g)  Districts shall be allocated funds based on their respective data for each of the following parameters: 

(1) Percentage of total acres of agricultural land in North Carolina that are in the respective district 
(including cropland, hayland, pasture land, and orchards/vineyards) as reported in the most recent 
edition of the North Carolina Agricultural Statistics.  The actual percentage shall be normalized to a 1-
100 scale. (20%) 

(2) Percentage of total number of animal units in North Carolina that are in the respective district as 
reported in the most recent edition of the North Carolina Agricultural Statistics and converted to animal 
units using the conversion factors approved by the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service.  
The actual percentage shall be normalized to a 1-100 scale. (20%) 

(3) Relative rank of the number of miles of stream identified as less than fully supporting due to 
agricultural nonpoint source pollution as reported in the state's 303(d) list, 305(b) report, and basin 
plan. (20%) 

(4) Relative rank of the percentage of the county draining to waters classified as Primary Nursery Areas, 
Outstanding Resource Waters, High Quality Waters, Trout, Shellfishing, and Critical Water Supply on 
the current schedule of Water Quality Standards and Classifications. (10%) 

(5) The percentage of cost share funds allocated to a district that are encumbered to contracts in the best 
three of the most recent four completed program years as reported on the NC Agriculture Cost Share 
Program Database. (10%) 

(6) Percentage of program funds encumbered to contracts that are actually expended for installed BMPs in 
the best three of the most recent four-year period for which the allowed time for implementing 
contracted BMPs has expired as reported on the NC Agriculture Cost Share Program Database. (10%) 

(7) Relative rank of the average erosion rate for agricultural land in the county as reported in the National 
Resources Inventory, unless the State Conservationist of the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
specifies that another information source would be more current and accurate. (10%) 

 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-840; 106-850; 139-4; 139-8; 

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Recodified from 15A NCAC 06E .0003 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Amended Eff. April 1, 1997; 
Temporary Amendment Eff. May 1, 2001; 
Amended Eff. September 1, 2005; August 1, 2002; 
Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0103 Eff. May 1, 2012. 

 
02 NCAC 59D .0104 BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES ELIGIBLE FOR COST SHARE PAYMENTS 
(a)  BMP's eligible for cost sharing will be restricted to those BMP's listed in the Detailed Implementation Plan approved 
by the commission for the current program year.  BMP's shall meet the following criteria to be listed in the Detailed 
Implementation Plan: 

(1) All eligible BMP's must be designed to reduce the input of agricultural nonpoint source pollution into 
the water courses of the state or as otherwise authorized by statute. 

(2) Information establishing the average cost of the specified BMP must be available.  District BMP's may 
use actual costs as indicated by receipts, if average costs are not available.  

(3) Eligible BMP's shall have adequate technical specifications as set forth in Paragraph (b) of this Rule. 



(b)  BMP definitions and specifications are set forth periodically in the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Technical Guide, Section IV, Raleigh, North Carolina or by the division for district BMP's.  BMP specifications appropriate 
for the current program year shall be met or exceeded in order for an applicant to qualify for cost sharing.  Provisions for 
exceeding BMP design specifications by an applicant may be considered at the time of application with the district.  The 
applicant shall assume responsibility for all costs associated with exceeding BMP design specifications. 
(c)  The minimum life expectancy of the BMP's shall be listed in the Detailed Implementation Plan.  Practices designated by 
a district shall meet the life expectancy requirement established by the division for that district BMP. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-850; 139-8;  

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Recodified from 15A NCAC 6E .0004 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Amended Eff. January 1, 1998; 
Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0104 Eff. May 1, 2012. 

 
02 NCAC 59D .0105 COST SHARE AND INCENTIVE PAYMENTS 
(a)  Cost share and incentive payments may be made through Cost Share Agreements between the district and the 
applicant. 
(b)  For all practices except those eligible for CSI, the state shall provide a percentage of the average cost for BMP 
installation not to exceed the maximum cost share percentages shown in subdivisions (6), (8), and (9) of G.S. 143-215.74(b), 
and the applicant shall contribute the remainder of the cost.  In-kind contributions by the applicant shall be included in 
the applicants' cost share contribution.  In-kind contributions shall be specified in the agreement for cost sharing and 
shall be approved by the district. 
(c)  CSI payments shall be limited to a maximum of three years per farm. 
(d)  Average installation costs for each comparative area or region of the state and the amount of cost share incentive 
payments shall be updated and revised at least triennially by the Division for approval by the Commission. 
(e)  The total annual cost share payments to an applicant shall not exceed the maximum funding authorized in 
subdivisions (6) and (9) of G.S. 143-215.74(b). 
(f)  Cost share payments to implement BMPs under this program may be combined with other funding programs, as long 
as the combined cost share rate does not exceed the amount and percentages set forth in Paragraphs (b) and (e) of this 
Rule.  For special funding programs where the applicant relinquishes all production capability on his or her agricultural 
land for at least 10 years, combined funding may equal up to 100 percent.  Agriculture Cost Share Program funding shall 
not exceed the maximum cost share percentages shown in subdivisions (6), (8), and (9) of G.S. 143-215.74(b). 
(g)  Use of cost share payments is restricted to land located within the county approved for funding by the Commission.  
However, in the situation where an applicant's farm is not located solely within a county, the entire farm, if contiguous, 
shall be eligible for cost share payments. 
(h)  Cost share contracts used on or for local, state or federal government land must be approved by the Commission in 
order to avoid potential conflicts of interest and to ensure that such contracts are consistent with the purposes of this 
program. 
(i)  The district Board of Supervisors may approve Cost Share Agreements with cost share percentages or amounts less 
than the maximum allowable in subdivisions (6), (8), and (9) of G.S. 143-215.74(b) if: 

(1) The Commission allocates insufficient cost share BMP funding to the district to enable it to award 
funding to all applicants; 

(2) The district establishes other criteria in its annual strategy plan for cost sharing percentages or 
amounts less than those allowable in subdivisions (6), (8), and (9) of G.S. 143-215.74(b). 

(j)  For purposes of determining eligible payments under practice-specific caps described in the detailed implementation 
plan, the district board shall consider all entities with which the applicant is associated, including those in other counties, 
as the same applicant. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-840; 106-850; 139-4; 139-8;  

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Temporary Amendment Eff. September 23, 1996; 
Recodified form 15A NCAC 06E .0005 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Temporary Amendment Expired June 13, 1997; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 2008; July 1, 2004; April 1, 1999; January 1, 1998; 



Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0105 Eff. May 1, 2012. 
 
02 NCAC 59D .0106 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FUNDS 
(a)  The funds available for technical assistance shall be allocated by the commission based on the recommendation of the 
division and the needs as expressed by the district and needs to accelerate the installation of BMP's in the respective 
district.  Each district may use these monies to fund new positions or to accelerate present technical assistance positions. 
 Districts must provide an itemized budget to the division in order to qualify for technica l assistance funds.  Matching 
funds for district technical assistance shall be approved by the commission prior to any expenditure of funds.  Budget 
revisions submitted by the districts may be approved by the NPS Section based on Paragraph (b) of this Rule .  N. C. 
Agriculture Cost Share technical assistance funds may be used for each FTE technical position with the district matching 
at least 50 percent of the total.  Priorities for funding positions shall be assigned based as follows: 

(1) Subject to availability of funds and local match, provide support for one FTE technical position for 
every district. 

(2) Subject to availability of funds and local match, provide support for one additional FTE technical 
position if the position is needed to further support program implementation.  Priority for funding 
positions beyond one FTE per district shall be based on the following parameters: 
(A) Whether the position is presently funded by program technical assistance funds. 
(B) The number of program dollars encumbered to contracts in the highest three of the previous 

four completed program years, and 
(C) The number of program dollars actually expended for installed BMPs in the highest three 

years of the most recent four-year period for which the allowed time for implementing 
contracted BMPs has expired as reported on the NC Agriculture Cost Share Database. 

(3) Subject to availability of funds and local match, provide support for additional FTE technical position if 
the position is needed to further accelerate treatment of identified critical nonpoint source pollution 
problem(s). 

(b)  Technical assistance funds may be used for salary, benefits, social security, field equipment and supplies, office rent, 
office equipment and supplies, postage, telephone service, travel and  mileage.  A maximum of two thousand five hundred 
dollars ($2,500) per year for each FTE technical position is allowed for mileage charges. 
(c)  Technical assistance funds may not be used to fund technical assistance positions which do not meet the following 
minimum requirements: 

(1) associated degree in engineering, agriculture, forestry or related field; or 
(2) high school diploma with two years experience in the fields listed in Rule .0106(c)(1), of this 

Subchapter. 
(d)  Cost shared positions must be used to accelerate the program activities in the district.  A district technician cost 
shared with program funds may work on other activities as delegated by the field office supervisor but the total hours 
charged to the program by field office personnel must equal or exceed those hours funded through the program.  Also, 
these hours must be in addition to those hours normally spent in BMP planning and installation by district personnel. 
(e)  District technicians may be jointly funded by more than one district to accelerate the program in each participating 
district.  Each district must be eligible for cost sharing in the program.  Requests for funding (salary, FICA, insurance, etc.) 
of a shared position must be presented to the division by all concerned distric ts and the division shall cost share to the 
billing district at a 50-50 rate based on the portion of the FTE provided each respective district.  A shared position must 
be officially housed in one specific district and cost share for support items (office rent, telephone, etc.) shall be paid to 
one district only. 
(f)  Funds, if available, shall be allocated to each participating district to provide for administrative costs under this 
program. These funds shall be used for clerical assistance and other related program administrative costs and shall be 
matched with in-kind funds of an equal amount from the district. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-840; 106-850; 139-4; 139-8;  

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 1992; 
Recodified from 15A NCAC 6E .0006 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Amended Eff. August 1, 2005; November 1, 1997; 
Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0106 Eff. May 1, 2012. 

 



02 NCAC 59D .0107 COST SHARE AGREEMENT 
(a)  The landowner shall be required to sign the agreement for all practices other than agronomic practices and land 
application of animal wastes.  An applicant who is not the landowner may submit a long term written  lease or other legal 
document, indicating control over the land in lieu of the landowner's signature, provided the control runs the life of the 
practice as listed in the respective Program Year's Implementation Plan.  Signature on the agreement constitute s 
responsibility for BMP maintenance and continuation. 
(b)  As a condition for receiving cost share or cost share incentive payments for implementing BMP's, the applicant shall 
agree to continue and maintain those practices for the minimum life as set forth in the Detailed Implementation Plan, 
effective the date the BMP's are implemented. 
(c)  As a condition for receiving cost share payments, the applicant shall agree to submit a soil test sample for analysis 
and follow the fertilizer application recommendations as close as reasonably and practically possible.  Soil testing shall be 
required a minimum of every two years on all cropland affected by cost share payments.  Failure to soil test shall not 
constitute noncompliance with the cost share agreement. 
(d)  As a condition for receiving cost share payments for waste management systems, the applicant shall agree to have 
the waste material analyzed once every year to determine its nutrient content.  If the waste is land applied, the applicant 
shall agree to soil test the area of application and to apply the waste as close as reasonably and practically possible to 
recommended rates.  When waste is land applied, waste analysis and soil testing shall be conducted annually.  
(e)  The technical representative of the district shall determine if the practice(s) implemented have been installed 
according to specifications as defined for the respective program year in the USDA -Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Technical Guide, Section IV, Raleigh, North Carolina, according to other specifications approved by the 
Commission pursuant to 02 NCAC 59G .0103, or according to specifications approved by the Division for district BMP's 
based on  the criteria established in 02 NCAC 59G .0103(c).  The district shall be responsible for making an annual spot 
check of five percent of all the cost share agreements to ensure proper maintenance.  Waste management systems shall be 
included as part of the annual five percent check except for systems on farms without certified waste management plans.  
In those cases, the districts shall conduct annual status reviews for five years following implementation. 
(f)  If the technical representative of the district determines that a BMP for which program funds were received has been 
destroyed or has not been properly maintained, the applicant will be notified that the BMP must be repaired or re -
implemented within 30 working days.  For vegetative practices, applicants are given one calendar year to re-establish the 
vegetation.  The district may grant a prescribed extension period if it determines compliance can not be met due to 
circumstances beyond the applicants control. 
(g)  If the practices are not repaired or reimplemented within the specified time, the applicant shall be required to repay to 
the Division a prorated refund for cost share BMP's as shown in Table 1 and 100 percent of the cost share incentive 
payments received. 
 Table 1 
 PRORATED REFUND SCHEDULE FOR NONCOMPLIANCE 
 OF COST SHARE PAYMENTS 
 
 Percent Age of Practice Life Percent Refund 
 0 100 
 10 95 
 20 89 
 30 82 
 40 74 
 50 65 
 60 55 
 70 44 
 80 31 
 90 17 
 100 0 
(h)  An applicant, who has been found in noncompliance and who does not agree to repair or reimplement the cost shared 
practices, and a District may jointly request the commission to informally mediate the case.  To invoke this method of 
mediation, both parties must stipulate that the commission mediation is binding. 
(i)  An applicant shall have 180 days to make repayment to the Division following the final appeals process. 



(j)  The inability to properly maintain cost shared practices or the destruction of such practices through no fault of the 
applicant shall not be considered as noncompliance with the cost share agreement. 
(k)  When land under cost share agreement changes owners the new landowner shall be strongly encouraged by the 
district to accept the remaining maintenance obligation.  If the new landowner does not accept the maintenance 
requirements in writing, then the original applicant shall be required to refund 100 percent  of all CSI payments and a 
prorated portion of cost share payments in accordance with Table 1 in Paragraph (g) of this Rule. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-850; 139-4; 139-8;  

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Amended Eff. July 1, 1992; 
Recodified from 15A NCAC 6E .0007 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Amended Eff. June 1, 2008; April 1, 1999; November 1, 1997; 
Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0107 Eff. May 1, 2012. 

 
02 NCAC 59D .0108 DISTRICT PROGRAM OPERATION 
(a)  As a component of the annual strategy plan, the district shall prioritize both cropland and animal operations according 
to pollution potential.  The district shall target technical and financial assistance to facilitate BMP implementation on the 
identified critical areas. 
(b)  Priority by the district may be given to implementing systems of BMP's which provide the most cost effective 
reduction of nonpoint source pollution. 
(c)  All applicants shall apply to the district and complete the necessary forms in order to receive cost share payments. 
(d)  The district shall review each application and the feasibility of each application.  The district shall review and approve 
the evaluation and assign priority for cost sharing.  All applicants shall be informed of cost share approval or denial. 
(e)  Upon approval of the application by the district, the applicant and the district shall enter into a cost share agreement.  
The cost share agreement shall list the practices to be cost shared with state funds.  The agreement shall also include the 
average cost of the recommended practice(s), cost incentive payment of the practice(s), and the expected implementation 
date of the practice(s).  The District shall develop CPO's, which shall become a part of the cost share agreement. 
(f)  Upon completion of practice(s) implementation, the technical representative of the district shall notify the district of 
compliance with design specifications. 
(g)  Upon notification, the district shall review the CPO.  Upon approval, the district shall certify the practices in the CPO 
and notify the Division to make payment to the applicant. 
(h)  Upon receipt of a quarterly statement from the district, the Division shall reimburse to the district  the appropriate 
amount for technical and clerical assistance. 
(i)  The district shall be responsible for and approve all BMP inspections as set forth in Rule .0107(e) of this Section to 
insure proper maintenance and continuation under the cost share agreement. 
(j)  The district shall keep appropriate records dealing with the program. 
 
History Note: Authority G.S. 106-840; 106-850; 139-4; 139-8;  

Eff. May 1, 1987; 
Recodified from 15A NCAC 6E .0008 Eff. December 20, 1996; 
Amended Eff. March 1, 2008; November 1, 1997; 
Transferred from 15A NCAC 06E .0108 Eff. May 1, 2012. 
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Article 72. 

Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. 

§ 106-850.  Agriculture cost share program. 
(a) There is created the Agriculture Cost Share Program for Nonpoint Source Pollution 

Control. The program shall be created, implemented, and supervised by the Soil and Water 
Conservation Commission. 

(b) The program shall be subject to the following requirements and limitations: 
(1) The purpose of the program shall be to reduce the input of agricultural 

nonpoint source pollution into the watercourses of the State. 
(2) The program shall initially include the present 16 nutrient sensitive watershed 

counties and 17 additional counties. 
(3) Subject to subdivision (7) of this subsection, priority designations for 

inclusions in the program shall be under the authority of the Soil and Water 
Conservation Commission. The Soil and Water Conservation Commission 
shall retain the authority to allocate the cost share funds. 

(4) Areas shall be included in the program as the funds are appropriated and the 
technical assistance becomes available from the local Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

(5) Funding may be provided to assist practices including conservation tillage, 
diversions, filter strips, field borders, critical area plantings, sedimentation 
control structures, sod-based rotations, grassed waterways, strip-cropping, 
terraces, cropland conversion to permanent vegetation, grade control 
structures, water control structures, closure of lagoons, emergency spillways, 
riparian buffers or equivalent controls, odor control best management 
practices, insect control best management practices, and animal waste 
management systems and application. Funding for animal waste management 
shall be allocated for practices in river basins such that the funds will have the 
greatest impact in improving water quality. 

(6) Except as provided in subdivision (8) of this subsection, State funding shall be 
limited to seventy-five percent (75%) of the average cost for each practice 
with the assisted farmer providing twenty-five percent (25%) of the cost, 
which may include in-kind support of the practice, with a maximum of 
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) per year to each applicant. 

(7) Priority designation for inclusion in the program for State funding shall be 
given to projects that improve water quality. To be eligible for cost share 
funds under this subdivision, a project shall be evaluated before funding is 
awarded and after the project is completed to determine the impact on water 
quality. 

(8) For practices that are eligible for funding from the federal Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program, State funding from the program shall be 
limited to seventy-five percent (75%) of the average cost of each practice, 
with the remainder paid from funding from the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program, other available federal funds, other State funds, or the 
assisted farmer, whose contribution may include in-kind support of the 
practice. This subdivision is subject to subdivision (9) of this subsection. 
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(9) When the applicant is either (i) a limited-resource farmer, (ii) a beginning 
farmer, or (iii) a person farming land that is located in an enhanced voluntary 
agricultural district and is subject to a conservation agreement under G.S. 
106-743.2 that remains in effect, State funding shall be limited to ninety 
percent (90%) of the average cost for each practice with the assisted farmer 
providing ten percent (10%) of the cost, which may include in-kind support of 
the practice, with a maximum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) per 
year to each applicant. The following definitions apply in this subdivision: 
a. Beginning farmer. – A farmer who has not operated a farm or who has 

operated a farm for not more than 10 years and who will materially 
and substantially participate in the operation of the farm. 

b. Enhanced voluntary agricultural district. – A district established by a 
county or a city by ordinance under Part 3 of Article 61 of this 
Chapter. 

c. Limited-resource farmer. – A farmer with direct and indirect annual 
gross farm sales that do not exceed one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000) and with an adjusted household income in each of the 
previous two years that is at or below the greater of the county median 
household income, as determined by the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, or two times the national poverty 
level based on the federal poverty guidelines established by the United 
States Department of Health and Human Services and revised each 
April 1. 

d. Materially and substantially participate. 
1. In the case of an individual, for the individual, including 

members of the immediate family of the individual, to provide 
substantial day-to-day labor and management of the farm, 
consistent with the practices in the county in which the farm is 
located. 

2. In the case of an entity, for all members of the entity, to 
participate in the operation of the farm, with some members 
providing management and some members providing labor and 
management necessary for day-to-day activities such that if the 
members did not provide the management and labor, the 
operation of the farm would be seriously impaired. 

(10) To be eligible for cost share funds under this program, each applicant must 
establish that the applicant meets the definition of a bona fide farm as 
described by G.S. 153A-340(b)(2). 

(11) In extraordinary circumstances, the Commission may permit an applicant to 
establish that he or she is engaged in farming with an alternate form of 
documentation if the farm has a conservation plan that meets the statutory 
purposes of the program. 

(c) The program shall be reviewed, prior to implementation, by the Committee created by 
G.S. 106-852. The Technical Review Committee shall meet quarterly to review the progress of 
this program. 

(d) State funds for the program shall remain available until expended for the program. 
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(e) The Soil and Water Conservation Commission shall report on or before 31 January of 
each year to the Environmental Review Commission, the Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, and the Fiscal Research Division. This report shall include a list of projects 
that received State funding pursuant to the program, the results of the evaluations conducted 
pursuant to subdivision (7) of subsection (b) of this section, findings regarding the effectiveness 
of each of these projects to accomplish its primary purpose, and any recommendations to assure 
that State funding is used in the most cost-effective manner and accomplishes the greatest 
improvement in water quality.  (1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 1014, s. 149(a); 1987, c. 827, s. 154; 
c. 830, s. 102; 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 626, ss. 9, 10; 1996, 2nd Ex. Sess., c. 18, s. 27.22(a), 
(b); 1997-496, s. 15; 1998-221, s. 3.1; 2002-165, s. 2.18; 2003-284, s. 11.6; 2004-124, s. 12.6; 
2005-390, s. 8; 2007-495, s. 18; 2011-145, ss. 13.22A(a), (t)-(w), 13.23A(a); 2011-391, s. 32; 
2012-142, s. 11.2A(a); 2015-263, s. 37(a).) 
 
§ 106-851.  Program participation. 

Participation in the program shall be voluntary. 
All participants in the program shall be required to match State funds at the same rate, and 

assistance from the Agriculture Extension Service at North Carolina State University shall also 
be used.  (1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 1014, s. 149(a); 2011-145, s. 13.22A(t).) 
 
§ 106-852.  Committee established. 

Detailed plans for implementing the program shall be reviewed and suggested changes and 
reasons therefor shall be given by a committee consisting of the Master of the North Carolina 
State Grange, President of the North Carolina Farm Bureau Federation, the North Carolina 
Commissioner of Agriculture, the Dean of the School of Agriculture and Life Sciences at North 
Carolina State University, the Dean of the School of Agriculture at North Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical State University, the Chairman of the State Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission, the President of the North Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, the Executive Director of the Wildlife Resources Commission or a designee, and the 
Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries or a designee. The committee shall review the 
program prior to expenditure of any funds for the program. Certification documenting the 
committee's review of the program shall be made in writing to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, the President of the Senate, the Chairmen of the Appropriations Committees of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives, the Director of the Fiscal Research Division of the 
Legislative Services Office, and the Legislative Library.  (1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 1014, s. 
149(a); 1989, c. 500, s. 117; 1993, c. 321, s. 261; 2011-145, s. 13.22A(t).) 
 
§ 106-853: Reserved for future codification purposes. 
 
§ 106-854: Reserved for future codification purposes. 
 
§ 106-855: Reserved for future codification purposes. 
 
§ 106-856: Reserved for future codification purposes. 
 
§ 106-857: Reserved for future codification purposes. 
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§ 106-858: Reserved for future codification purposes. 
 
§ 106-859: Reserved for future codification purposes. 
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