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Cisterns 
 

Definition/Purpose 
 
Cisterns are above or below ground storage tanks for rainwater harvesting systems used to collect, and  
store and reuse rainwater. They are intended to reduce stormwater runoff, encourage runoff infiltration 
and conserve water. 
 
Policies: 
 

1. Cisterns must be placed in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.   
 

2. Cisterns shall be sized to provide 0.5 - 1.0 gallon of cistern volume for each square foot of 
contributing rooftop depending on the site and the water use demand. 

 
3. Cost share assistance will only be provided for cisterns 250 gallons or larger.   
 
4. Cistern cost share eligibility to receive CCAP funding is based on the existence of a water 

quality concern.  The CCAP checklist must be completed.   
 
5. Agricultural non-point source pollution sources are not eligible, with the exception of runoff 

from a greenhouse on an educational entity. 
 
6. Any system collecting 3,000 gallons or more requires a PE design, regardless of the number 

of cisterns and whether or not they are connected. 
 
7. If installing multiple cisterns, cisterns should be connected.  If the cisterns are not 

connected, a written justification is required.  This justification will determine whether one 
or more accessory packages can be approved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Specifications 
 
N.C. CCAP Design Manual: Cistern Design 
http://www.ncagr.gov/SWC/costshareprograms/CCAP/documents/Chapter7-CisternDesign.pdf 
 
Additional resources: 
http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/topic/waterharvesting/ 
 
http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/stormwater/PublicationFiles/WaterHarvestHome2008.pdf 
 
http://ecodes.biz/ecodes_support/free_resources/2012NorthCarolina/Building/PDFs/Chapter%2018%2
0-%20Soils%20and%20Foundations.pdf 
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