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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

 Sally Eason & August Forbes

You… all 70+ of you!



The best way to convince…

I’m not going to tell what we can do…

I’m going to show you 

what we have done!



The past 4.5 year’s for the NCAA

 2011 – Concern with the NCAA?!?!?!

 ‘Educating’ Pete and strengthening the NCAA

 2012 – Aquaculture is Agriculture! 

 Soil & Water Conservation Aquaculture Cost Share Programs

 2013 – NCDENR & The NCAA

 NAA Workshops,  NC DWR ‘partnership’ & NPDES Issues

 2014 – USDA-APHIS Aquatic Animal Health

 USDA-APHIS, Promotions & NCAA/NCADC ‘growth’



Balance of work & home issues…



Thanks Board Members!

NCAA Board Members and Areas

Randy Gray – President – ALL*

Nancy Sugg – Vice President – HSB

Christie Potts – Secretary – HSB & Markets

Dale Pridgen – Board – Tilapia & RAS

Sterling Davenport – Board – Crawfish 

Sally Eason – Board – Trout

Gary Dillon – Board – Catfish

Don Ipock – Board – Freshwater Prawn



My unique perspective

 My Ag Background is all over the map…
Grew up in logging, beef cattle, row crops

Family Farm – NCSU – GoldenLEAF – Extension - NCDA… 



2012:  NCAA helped create 

Aquaculture Assistance Programs

 Created a network of needed assistance and 
resources for AQUACULTURE FARMS.
*Natalie: Update on Conservation Assistance & Programs

 Next Step: Relationship between Producers 
and Program Administrators are often 
misunderstood from BOTH perspectives…

Aquaculture is not a typical farm operation.

Aquaculture  is 

Agriculture  !!!



NCAA in Action – 2012-13

 Letter to DWR August 2012

 Monthly HSB Farm Meetings
My BAD PowerPoints (Teamwork, goals)

 DWR Conference Meetings…
Educational Efforts from the NCAA

 DWR Central Office Farm Tours

 Workable Solution
Win-Win for all involved









DWR’s statements on

NPDES Permits for

NC HSB Farms

THEN

“0” Flow Streams
Minor Industrial Permit
Reduce, Recycle, Reuse

How will YOU fix it? *EAA

NOW

Ditches, Tidal Flow
General NPDES Permit

Work to meet Standards

How can WE fix it?





NCAA Summer Meeting Year by Year

40–50–60– 80+!
2012 2013 2014 2015



The past 4.5 year’s for the NCAA

 2011

 ‘Educating’ Pete and strengthening the NCAA

 2012

 Soil & Water Conservation Aquaculture Cost Share Programs

 2013

 NAA Workshops, NC DWR ‘partnership’ & NPDES Issues

 2014

 USDA-APHIS, NC Aquaculture Promotions & NCAA/NCADC ‘growth’

 2015

 NC Aquaculture Conference Success

 Active Board: NCSU, Legislation, NC Catch

 NC Aquaculture Checkoff… gathering input

 NCAA Western Meeting 









Securing the foundation of NC Aquaculture



Soapbox moment for NC Aquaculture





2015 – National Ag. Day



2015 – NC Catch Summit - Ocracoke



Western “Adventures” with Debra



2015 NCAA ‘Western’ Initiative

Eastern & Western NCAA Producer Meetings

- Trout Cook-off 
- NCAA Western Producer Meeting 



Your support will help shape the 

direction and focus of the NC 

Aquaculture industry and the NCAA

How do you think policy makers 

view our state’s aquaculture 

industry now?





We’ve gained two!!!





Why join the NCAA?
Become an ACTIVE VOTING Member!







How many of you enjoyed the meal?

A. Yes

B. No

Yes No

0%

100%



How many here are members of the NCAA?

A. Yes, I’m a member

B. No, I don’t want to join

C. No, but I’d like to join
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Are you pleased with the current 

direction of the NCAA?

A. Yes, you’re doing a 
great job

B. Yes, but there’s a 
lot of things you’re 
leaving out

C. No, you’re not 
covering anything 
that helps 
aquaculture

D. No, complete waste 
of time
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